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NOTES ON THE INTRA-DERMAL 
PALPREBRAL MALLEIN TEST FOR 
GLANDERS.* 

By A. L. Writson (late temp. Capt. R.A.V.C.), 
S.E. and C. Railway, Blackfriars, London, E.C. 


This test was introduced some years ago by 
Professor LANFRANCHI, of the Bologna Veterinary 
School, and was adopted by the Army Veterinary 
Corps in France about the autumn of 1915 in 
place of the old subcutaneous cervical test pre- 
viously used. 

During the late war I served in France from 
June, 1915, to August, 1919, and used about 150,000 
doses of the new mallein. : 

All animals admitted to Veterinary Hospitals 
were tested on admission, and the test was repeated 
before discharge to remounts. One officer in 
each hospital was detailed to carry out the test, 
and this task fell to my lot from the start. I 
also tested many complete units, and a large 
number of animals in British and Portuguese 
Remount Depots. 

A special mallein is.used, and that employed 
by the R.A.V.C. in France was obtained from the 
Pasteur Institute, in sealed glass tubes con- 
taining twenty doses. I keptarecord of all animals 
tested, but unfortunately this was left behind, 
and I have to speak entirely from memory and 
a few notes in pocket diaries. 

The usual dose is one-tenth of a c.c., or about 
two minims, and it is injected into the thickness of 
the skin of the lower eyelid, about one-third of an 
inch below the eye. 

The instrument used was the Strauss-Colin 
syringe, which can hold ten doses. The piston 
rod is graduated, and has an adjustable screw. 
The needles are short and of very fine calibre, 
No preparation of the seat of injection is necessary, 
but the syringe and needles should be boiled 


before use. The horses to be tested should be 
drawn up in line, with a man at the head of each, 
or if they are in a stable, they should be turned 
round in the stalls. 

It is usually sufficient if the man grasps the off 
ear with his left hand and the bridle or head collar 
with his right, but I always had a few men near 
at hand with twitches, and time was saved if a 
twitch was put on the off ear of each horse, 

The syringe was manipulated entirely by one 
hand, being held by the first finger and thumb. 

The second finger works the graduating screw 
and the little finger presses the piston rod home. 

The operator stands on the near side of the 
animal and places his left hand on the horse’s 
cheek, so that he can draw the skin of the lower 
lid fairly tense. The knuckles of the right hand, 
which holds the syringe, rest firmly against 
the head, below the zygomatic ridge, with the 
syringe pointing forwards, so that if the animal 
moves its head, the hand and the syringe move 
with it. The needle is then quickly and firmly 
pressed into the skin for about one-third of an 
inch, parallel with the line of the eyelid, and about 
one-third of an inch below the eye, and almost 
simultaneously, the little finger presses the piston 
rod and the mallein is injected into the thickness 
of the skin—not subcutaneously. 

With about thirty of my own trained men and 
two syringes I have easily injected 250 animals, 
turned heads about in stalls, in half an hour, 

Vicious animals were secured by having a cow- 
collar put on, with a rope attached and passed 
through a ring on a post, or round the stall-post, 
The head was drawn close to the post and a twitch 
applied. 

Reaction.—In glandered animals the reaction 
to this test is very pronounced and practically 
unmistakable. It is usually at its height at about 
the twentieth hour. The eyelids become much 
swollen, and there is a profuse muco-purulent 
discharge from the eye, which is completely 


* Read before a m of the Central Ve Society at the 
Midland Grand Hotel, St. cras, London, on the December, 1920, 


*bunged up,” and very painful on pressure, 
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This condition gradually subsides, but persists 
more or less distinctly for three or four days. 

One has only to walk along the line of horses 
the next day after the test to pick out reactors 
with ease; but in rare cases the reaction is some- 
what delayed, and the horses should be kept under 
observation for forty-eight hours. 

The temperature is not usually taken, but T 
have always found a temperature of 103°—105 °F, 
in cases which have reacted. 

When testing a large number of animals, one 
meets with a very small percentage of doubtful 
reactions—cases in which there is a certain amount 
of swelling of the lower eyelid with little or no 
discharge. If this swelling is painful on manipu- 
lation, it is as well to re-test the animal within 48 
hours, by repeating the injection in the off eye— 
or, I think, preferably, by the old subcutaneous 
cervical test with the old mallein. 

The advantages of the latter are that a different 
mallein is used, and one relies on a different set 
of symptoms. 

I believe the intra-dermal test to be at least 
as reliable as the old method—with which, of 
course, one also obtains a certain percentage 
of doubtful reactions. 

Occasionally one meets with a large, non-painful 
swelling of the lower lid three or four hours after 
testing, which quickly subsides. I believe this 
to be attributable to the needle having penetrated 
too deeply and punctured a small blood vessel 
in the loose areolar tissue. It can safely be 
disregarded if the swelling vanishes as quickly 
as it appeared. 

When one has once seen a definite reaction 
there is little chance of a mistake. I have seen 
about thirty in all, and in each case a post-mortem 
examination confirmed the diagnosis. ‘ 

One case | met with may perhaps show the 
necessity for frequent mallein testing, even when 
no glanders is believed to be in existence. One 
of a trainload of 320 sick and wounded animals 
which I tested gave a typical reaction. We 
at once wired the division from which it came, 
giving the unit to which it belonged—an artillery 
battery. 

The horses of this battery were at once tested, 
and three of the horses in the same gun team 
reacted and were killed. 

The battery was re-tested a month later, with 
negative results; but if this horse had not been 
tested when it was, the disease might have made 


tremendous progress under active service con- 
ditions before it was detected clinically. 

There are five reasons why I prefer the intra- 
dermal palprebral method to the subcutaneous 
cervical test 

(1st)—On account of the speed and ease with 

which the tests can be made. 

(2nd)—No temperatures need be taken. 

(3rd)—Re-testing can take place at once if one 
is in doubt, and one need not wait for 
two or three weeks. 

(4th)—Saving of expense. I believe that the 
mallein used in France cost one halfpenny 
per dose. I cannot say whether this 
is still the case. 

(5th)—It is at least as reliable as the old method 
in competent hands, and I have reason 
to believe that it is even more so. 

I bought the Strauss-Colin syringe which you 
have seen from the Army Veterinary Stores at 
Woolwich, but was unable to obtain a supply of 
mallein. I believe that it is now prepared by 
the R.A.V.C. Laboratory at Aldershot, but on 
enquiry I was informed by the D.D.V.S. Aldershot 
Command that there was no authority for sale from 
Army Stocks. Perhaps some one can tell me 
if it is obtainable in England. 

In conclusion, [ have to apologise for a very 
sketchy paper, and to thank you all for your 
kind attention. 

Discussion to follow. 


Tuberculosis Eradication: Work at the Royal Veterinary 
College, Camden Town. 


The “ Agricultural Correspondent ”’ of the Daily 
Telegraph and Nottingham Guardian (January 4th) 
states that he is “‘ at liberty to mention the inauguration 
of a great work by the Royal Veterinary College, Camden 
Town, the object of which is to eliminate tuberculosis 
from the pedigree cattle of the country. The first news 
we have had of this is the announcement of an offer 
made by Sir John McFadyean to the breeders of British 
Friesian cattle, through the Breed Society. This states 
that members of the British Friesian Cattle Society 
desirous of combating tuberculosis in their herds can 
obtain, without charge, the assistance of the college. 
Each member desiring to take advantage of this arrange- 
ment is requested to communicate with Sir John 
McFadyean. The society adds that the opportunity 
to work towards a herd certified to be free from tuberculosis 
is too good to be missed, and all owners of large herds will 
doubtless wish to take advantage of the arrangement.” 

The plan of campaign, which has been kindly supplied 
to us by Sir John McFadyean, is as follows :— 

The Research Institute in Animal Pathology at the 
Royal Veterinary College, London, has asked the British 
Friesian Cattle Society to bring to the notice of its memers 
the fact that the Institute is prepared to offer its co- 
operation and assistance in the following manner to any 
owner who desires to eradicate tuberculosis from his herd : 
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(1). The owner will be required to furnish information 
showing the exact number of bulls, cows, heifers and calves 
at present in the herd. 

(2). The owner must undertake to remove, to separate 
premises or pasture, and if possible to a separate farm, 
all animals that react when tested with tuberculin, and 
afterwards not to introduce into the healthy portion of 
the herd any bovine animal until it has passed, after 
purchase, the tests recommended by the Institute. 

(3). The owner must also undertake to carry out as 
far as may be practicable such disinfection and other 
measures aS may be recommended by the Institute, in 
order to destroy infection about the houses and yards in 
which tuberculous animals have recently been kept. 

(4). Provided it appears from the information supplied 
that the herd is one suitable for an attempt to eradicate 
tuberculosis, the Institute will supply tuberculin for the 
necessary tests and retests, and will advise regarding the 
interpretation of the temperatures, etc., after each test. 

(5). As a rule the owner will be required to employ his 
own veterinary surgeon for the first test of the herd, and 
for subsequent tests until no reaction cccurs in what is 
provisionally regarded as the sound section of the herd. 
On receipt of the name and address of the owner’s veterin- 
art surgeon, the necessary tuberculin will be forwarded to 
him, together with full instructions regarding the carrying 
out of the tests. 

(6). The veterinary surgeon will be required to report 
in detail to the Institute the results of each teat with as 
little delay as possible, and to furnish a duplicate report 
to the owner. 

(7). When in any test of the whole herd, carried out 
by the owner’s veterinary surgeon, acting under instructions 
from the Institute, every animal passes, the next following 
test will be carried out by the Institute after an interval 
of three months, and provided all the animals pass this 
test, the Royal Veterinary College will give a certificate 
to that effect to the owner and authorise its publication. 


MILK AND DAIRY INSPECTION—(continued). 


Discussion on Mr. Burndred’s paper, at the General Meeting 
of the Lancashire V.M.A., 3rd November, 1920. 


Col. BrirtLEBANK complimented Mr. Burndred on the 
way in which he had handled his subject, which was of 
such scope that much courage was required to venture 
to deal with it. The views of newly-joined members 
were always welcome, and he hoped many more would 
likewise join in the effort to uphold the traditions of the 


Lancashire V.M.A. 


General Survey: Danger of Excessive Legislation. 


He himself was not so much interested in what they 
had accomplished in the past as he was in what lay before 
them in the future. They had had a somewhat elaborate 
Milk and Dairies (Consolidated) Act, 1915, which had 
not yet been put in force, and a Milk and Dairies Amend- 
ment Bill, which was then before the House. Legislation 
had a tendency to become more and more elaborate as 
time went on, and practical men, whose duty it had been 
for years past to handle these problems, but whose opinions 
were not regarded as carrying any weight, were sometimes 
tempted to question whether much of this elaborate 
legislation was practicable. 

It might be stated briefly that the object aimed at by 
the new legislation was the production of clean milk, free 
from disease-producing organisms. Hitherto the veter- 
inary profession had only been accredited with a sort of 
nodding acquaintance with the subject, but he ventured 


to reiterate what he had often stated, namely, that those 
who could render the best service had been consistently 
ignored. The general improvement of the milk supply 
was, in his opinion, entirely a problem for the veterinarian ; 
and, if it were given a reasonably free hand to deal with 
the matter, he had no doubt but that the profession was 
capable of delivering the goods.” 

In his opinion, and he could speak from twenty years’ 
experience in this field, excessively elaborate legislation 
was not necessary to effect a marked improvement in 
our milk supplies. It was essential at the outset to bear 
in mind that milk was an extremely valuable food, and the 
cheaper it could be produced the greater would be the 
quantity consumed per head of the population. Any 
administrative enactment that was too severe or stringent 
would tend to frighten the producer and cause him to take 
up some other branch of farming, and thus any legislative 
advance that was too rapid in its application was apt 
to do more harm than good. 


Importance of Educating the Owner. 

For instance, it was common to find that the value of 
a milk supply was dependent upon the nature of the herd 
and the conditions in which it was housed ; hence, there 
was an immediate outcry for tuberculin-tested herds, 
housed in ideal conditions. The character of the owner 
of the herd was not taken into consideration, although 
this was really the crux of the whole problem; and 
until a very large percentage of the present day owners 
of dairy herds were either eliminated or better educated, 
very little improvement would be effected, no matter 
how elaborate the system of housing or other legislative 
requirements might be. 

He did not wish to infer that he was satisfied with 
existing conditions; far from it; but he would counsel 
caution towards the extremist, whether he be farmer, 
veterinary surgeon, or medical officer of health. 


Tuberculin Test: General Adoption impracticable. 


It was apparently believed by many that the Utopia 
of dairy farming could be achieved by the aid of the 
tuberculin test. He dissented from this view. As an 
aid to diagnosis, the test was, of course, when properly 
carried out, unimpeachable ; buf*he did not think that 
it was within the realm of practicability to recommend 
the test for general adoption at the present time. He 
might be allowed to discuss this question at greater 
length some other time, but for the present he would merely 


‘state that he pinned his faith to the simple élementary 


principles of preventive medicine and the propagation 
of knowledge upon these points. 

He then proceeded to deal with a few specific questions 
raised in Mr. Burndred’s paper. 


Great Reliability of Tuberculin Test. 


He dealt first with the so-called non-reactor to tuber- 
culin that was suffering from advanced tuberculosis, 
and in this connection the essayist quoted a report made 
some years ago to the Local Government Board by Prof. 
DELEPINE. He (Col. Brittlebank) had had the honour to 
be associated somewhat intimately with the work on 
which this report was based, and all he could say was that 
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at no time did he fail to get a reaction in the cows dealt 
with. This had been also his general experience. 

It was perhaps.true that the violence of the reaction 
was in inverse ratio to the extent of the disease in the 
subject, but this did not matter much in diagnosis. In 
his opinion, if one used potent tuberculin, the test was 
perfectly reliable, but he believed that there was in 
existence a good deal of useless, or comparatively useless, 
tuberculin, and it was a matter of great urgency that the 
manufacture of tuberculin should be State controlled, and 
the product should only be issued to persons duly qualified 
to use it. 

Supra-mammary Lymphatic Gland: Difficulty of 

Estimating Enlargement. 

In the diagnosis of tuberculosis of the udder, Mr. Burndred 
laid some emphasis on the importance of finding an enlarged 
supra-mammary lymphatic gland. He (the speaker) did 
not attribute very much significance to this point, for 
it was not so easy to discover the gland as it seemed, 
especially in what might be termed large fleshy udders, 
and the unwary observer might be easily led to fall into a 
trapinthismanner. It was admitted that when a quarter 
became tuberculous the lymphatic gland participated 
in the infection, but it had also to be borne in mind that, 
even when the observer had satisfied himself that the 
gland was enlarged, tuberculosis was not the only con- 
dition that was capable of producing a marked increase 
in size in it, and this increase might remain permanent. 

With regard to the question of building construction, 
he ventured to suggest that Mr. Burndred might form this 
the subject-matter of a separate paper at some future 
date. 


Microscopic Examination of Milk: Difficulty of obtaining 
Positive Result. 


Mr. WuirreneaDd spoke of the difficulty he had often 
encountered in arriving at a definite diagnosis in tuber- 
culosis of the udder, and was at a loss to account for the 
small number of cases that gave a positive result on 
microscopic examination of the milk. 

Pasteurisation.—_He was somewhat sceptical as_ to 
efficacy of the so-called ‘‘ Flash ’’ process of pasteurisation 
for the destruction of tubercle bacilli, although he had 
not been able to obtain any direct evidence upon this 
point. He did not think that dairymen employed 
pasteurisation methods for the benefit of the public, 
but merely to preserve the keeping qualities of the milk. 
Probably the less milk was treated by such methods the 
more valuable were its nutritive properties. 

The Fat Content.—He had recently come across an 
example of milk that fell below the fat standard, and 
attributed this deficiency to underfeeding. The cows 
were then put on a changed diet, with the result that the 
quality of the milk gradually improved, but the quantity 
furnished diminished. 

Mr. CuRBISHLEY asked Col. Brittlebank what was his 
experience in the use of the so-called double tuberculin 
test, and added that he was very pleased to find him so 
reasonably disposed towards the farmer. Agriculture 
was now passing through trying times, what with shortened 
hours of labour and the high rate of wages paid. 


Relationships of Veterinary Inspector, Local Practitioner, 
and Farmer. 

He advocated the stimulation of better feeling between 
veterinary inspector and farmer. Cases had come to his 
knowledge where the visiting inspector had been to a 
farm subsequent to his visit and given vent to conflicting 
opinions. This necessarily did not make for harmony 
between the local veterinary inspector and the visiting 
inspector, and it was indispensable that their mutual 
relations should be made more cordial. He would like 
to ask Mr. Burndred what powers he at present possessed 
and what powers he would possess under the new Act. 
He would also like to know what were the veterinary 
inspector’s limitations by law. 


Tuberculosis Contracted from a Goat. 

Mr. Brspry mentioned a curious example from his 
practice of tuberculosis reappearing in a herd that had 
been tested repeatedly with tuberculin and declared free. 
Contagious abortion broke out in this herd. All at once, 
upon examination of the milk, the most valuable cow in 
the herd was proved to be suffering from tuberculosis 
of the udder. Upon making enquiries, it was found 
that the owner while on a visit to Scotland had mentioned 
that contagious abortion had broken out in his herd, 
and he was advised to let a goat run amongst his stock. 
lt was subsequently found that the goat he had intro- 
duced was suffering from tuberculosis, and this would 
represent the most probable mode of reintroduction of 
the disease. 

He also gave it as his opinion that the local practitioner 
should do all in his power to assist the visiting inspector 
by upholding the inspector’s views if subsequently called 
in by the owner. 


Steps taken on Clinical Diagnosis Alone. 

Col. BrrrrLeBANK said that if he had reasonable grounds 
for strongly suspecting a cow, he would prohibit the owner 
from using milk from this animal immediately after the 
sample had been taken. Recently he had on several 
occasions taken action upon his own clinical diagnosis 
and ordered the cow to be slaughtered before he had 
received the result of the bacteriological examination 
back from the laboratory. 

He would welcome co-operation with veterinary surgeons 
called in by farmers, but he did not agree that one 
veterinary surgeon should necessarily uphold the opinions 
expressed to an owner by another. Each should have 
the courage of his own convictions. 

Mr. Ackroyp asked whether it was the usual practice 
to massage the udder before drawing milk for examination. 

THe Presipent (Mr. A. W. PILiERs) said that 
his usual procedure when visiting a farm was to advise 
the farmer to have his cattle examined periodically by his 
veterinary surgeon. This he considered the proper 
method of protecting the public health and the farmer. 

Udders should only be examined when they were empty. 

He had brought with him for the inspection of members 
charts illustrating two cases of interest, and showing the 
difficulties that sometimes arose in detecting cows that 
were giving tuberculous milk and had only early lesions 
of tuberculosis in the udder. 
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Relative Natural Immunity in Tuberculosis. 


He called the attention of the meeting to an article 
in the British Journal of Tuberculosis, by Col. CuMMINGs, 
on the “ Racial Differences in Susceptibility to Tuber- 
culosis amongst Troops in France,” in which the writer 
pointed out the havoc wrought by tuberculosis amongst 
the coloured labour corps troops, compared with the 
very small number of cases encountered amongst European 
troops. The relative immunity of the latter must have 
been brought about by the disease having existed for a 
long time amongst them. This point had an important 
bearing upon the establishment of tubercle-free herds. 

Mr. Maya expressed profound satisfaction at Col. 
Brittlebank’s fitting remarks. Their President had 
suggested that when an inspector went to a dairy farm 
and found a case of tuberculosis, he should advise the 
farmer to avail himself of the services of a neighbouring 
practitioner. He (the speaker) wondered why this was 
not more generally done. 


They had heard a good deal about tuberculosis, but 
they had heard very little about dung in milk. He 
thought this was a much more prevalent condition than 
the presence of tubercle bacilli in milk. In order to 
obviate this condition, he recommended that particular 
attention should be paid to the cleanliness of the cow’s 
hind quarters and udder. More attention also ought to 
be paid to the bedding of the animals. The work of 
inspecting these dairy cattle ought to be carried out 
systematically, and should bo well paid for. 

Examination of the urine provided another method 
by which tuberculosis could be detected. 

The whole question of combatting tuberculosis was 
undoubtedly a very difficult one, and comprised so many 
subsidiary questions, such as the ownership of cattle, 
the cattle themselves, and the question of buildings. 
So much so, that one felt at times that the question of 
rendering the milk supply pure and wholesome was an 
impossible problem. 

Mr. BURNDRED, in reply, said that he was particularly 
pleased to find that his original idea was correct, namely, 
that it was much better to make a few rough notes so as 
to start off a discussion He would like to say a few 
words about one or two points that had cropped up in 
the course of the discussion. 

He was pleased to find that Col. Brittlebank agreed 
with him in that it was the individual who counted in the 
production of clean milk. It was particularly noticeable 
that it was not always the man with the best cow-sheds 
who produced the best milk. 

Referring to the question of dislocation of the dairying 
industry by legislation, he thought that it would be a 
long time before we had arrived at the stage when we 
would be dealing very largely with Grade A milk, in the 
sense that it was produced from tuberculin-tested disease- 
free cattle. 

He had not meant to lay particular stress on the con- 
dition of the supra-mammary lymphatic gland in diagnosis. 

With regard to the diagnosis of the disease by micro- 
scopic examination of the milk, he had never been able 
to get a positive result, although he had examined his 
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own samples for years. In three cases he had examined 
during the year the suspected cows were slaughtered 
shortly after examination, and when the result subse- 
quently came back from the laboratory, in three weeks’ 
time, confirmation of his original opinion to the effect 
that the milk did actually contain tubercle bacilli was 
obtained. 

The inspector was much better able to make a diagnosis 
himself than the man in the laboratory, for the laboratory 
worker sometimes doubted whether the sample had been 
taken in a careful manner. 

Every local authority had powers at the present time 
to act under the Dairy, Cowsheds, and Milk Shops Order. 

He himself always massaged the udder to some extent 

before taking a sample of milk, although he could not 
say whether this practice was really of much value. He 
thought it was advisable to take a large sample for 
examination. 
' He was much interested in Mr. Bibbey’s remarks on 
the herd affected with contagious abortion, and it had 
just come to his notice that goats were kept on several 
farms amongst the stock, under the impression that they 
warded off contagious abortion. 

He had no doubt but that the amount of dissolved 
manure that got into milk in spite of all the muslin used 
by farmers was appalling. 


Pigs in China. 


As in Ireland, so in China, the pig is a domestic pet. 
According to the United States Commerce report a con- 
servative estimate of the number of pigs raised in China 
each year would be 100,000,000. . 

At night the hogs are enclosed in a room usually next to 
that of the owner’s living quarters, the floor of which is 
paved with tile or brick. Sometimes a corner of the living 
rooms is fenced off for the sow and her family. The floor 
is usually kept very clean, which is not difficult as a pig 
is the cleanest of animals if given a chance to keep so. 
The average hog in China is raised on clean food and is 
not a scavenger. These pigs are not killed and cooked 
“a la Elia,” but in modern slaughter-houses. 

But the Chinese butcher can still give lessons in trickiness 
to the Britisher. Some of the butchers in the Canton 
have an interesting method of injecting water into the hogs 
just after they have been killed and bled. The carcase of 
a hog may be increased by several pounds by thus waterin: 
the meat. It has a poor flavour compared with normal 
meat and will not cure well.—-Meat Trades Journal. 


Vaccination of Cattle against Tuberculosis. 


In the lay papers some prominence has lately been 
given to Dr. Calmette’s method of vaccinating cattle 
against tuberculosis. The method consists in vaccinating 
cattle yearly with living tubercle bacilli that have been 
rendered avirulent by cultivating them for a long series 
of generations on glycerinated media containing bile. 
We had some time ago obtained permission from this 
distinguished French author to reproduce the original 
account of this experiment in this journal, and it has 
already gone to press. The method is pregnant with 
possibilities, and we would recommend our readers to 
give it very careful attention. The principle of the 
method, however, is not new, and the credit of first per- 
forming investigations in this direction really belongs to 
one of our own members in this country. 
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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE. 


It is hardly necessary to state that the recurrence 
of foot and mouth disease periodically in this 
country is a source of great annoyance to our live- 
stock owners. The reason for these persisting 
re-invasions has, in spite of careful enquiry, baffled 
our most competent investigators. The import- 
ance and urgency of the problem is such that the 


Government recently appointed a Departmental. 


Committee to consider methods of investigating 
it, and we believe that the matter has now been 
taken in hand by one of the world’s foremost 
hacteriologists. 

We publish on another page an abstract from 
a very interesting and important article recently 
contributed by Sir Srewarr StocKMAN on the 
subject of invasion. After careful scrutiny of the 
facts hitherto brought to light with regard to the 
incidence of outbreaks in this country, he comes 
to the conclusion that none of the ordinary methods 
by which infectious diseases are now known to be 
most commonly conveyed can account for the 
recurrent initial invasions of the last twenty years. 
He therefore gives credence to a view which was 
commonly held in early and pre-bacteriological days 
with regard to the transmission of infectious 
diseases, namely, that the virus is possibly air- 
borne, either in the form of minute particles in the 
atmosphere or, less probably, by birds. 

One awaits, of course, the results of further 
enquiry into this matter, but in the meantime ,it 
seems rather difficult to reconcile this hypothesis 
with the epidemiological and epizootiological views 
held at the present day. 

Nobody yet, as far as we know, has succeeded 
in demonstrating pathogenic organisms in the open 
air, and particularly in view of the fact that 
bacteria cannot rise from wet surfaces, the belief 
that infection is transmitted through the air 
to an important extent has been almost entirely 
abandoned. It is admitted that infection can 
be transmitted beyond doubt over short distances 
in the form of a spray coughed up into the 
air, as, for example, in tuberculosis, contagious 
bovine pleuro-pneumonia. Again, in smallpox 
and sheep-pox there is a good deal of evidence to 


show that infection is actually carried some 
distance by the air; experiments conducted a long 
time ago by GILBERT appear to point to this 
conclusion. 

But, on the other hand, there is now a large 
amount of evidence to show that infection is but 
seldom conveyed through the air, especially in the 
open air. The statistics furnished by hospitals 
for infectious diseases, such as, for example, for 
diphtheria and scarlet fever, indicate that infection 
has extremely rarely been transmitted through the 
air from diseased patients to other, susceptible, 
subjects when care has been taken to exclude all 
other chances of mediate contagion, even when no 
particular attention has been paid to sterilizing 
the air. At one time special care was taken to 
disinfect the air of surgical operating rooms in 
order to prevent, it was thought, infection of 
wounds from the air. | Now no special precautions 
are taken in this direction beyond covering the 
mouths of the surgeons and attendants to prevent 
the possibility of an infective spray being formed 
in case they should happen to make some forced 
expiratory effort. 

There is existence some in- 
formation relating to observations that would 
appear to show that even foot and mouth 
disease infection is not one usually carried across 
through the air for long distances, and that 
it is sufficient to leave the space of a stall or two 
between infected and non-infected to diminish 
greatly the chances of transmission, provided all 
other means of spreading the virus are excluded 
(Rosensuscn). This remark would, of course, 
apply to the still air inside buildings and not to 
that of the open, where there is a possibility that 
the infective material may be “ whirled” away 
for a considerable distance. 

The whole question, therefore, remains an open 
one, and we await with great interest the results 
of further investigations on the subject. 


published 


THE WELSH OUTBREAK OF 
ACUTE FLUKE DISEASE. 


A good deal of prominence has been given in 
certain lay papers recently to the exceptionally 
severe outbreak of fluke disease which has 


occurred among sheep in the Pembrey Farm Colony, 
South Wales. The sheep had apparently been 
purchased in the more mountainous districts of 
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the country and, after a brief interval of time, 
a large number succumbed, or had to be slaughtered 
on the point of death, from a condition which at 
first appeared niysterious and gave rise to a con- 
siderable degree of alarm. In this number we 
publish the clinical observations of the veterinary 
surgeon, Mr. J. Campbell Hill, who first investi- 
gated this outbreak. 

We now know that the outbreak was simply 
an acute form of perhaps the commonest disease 
of sheep in this country, namely fluke disease, 
and that the only exceptional feature about. it 
was that such a large number suffered from the 
acute form almost simultaneously after a_ brief 
sojourn on the infected pastures. 

Acute attacks of the disease are by no means 
unknown, although cases of this kind usually 
oecur singly or small numbers only. The 
water running through the pastures grazed over 
by these sheep or the flooded parts of the pastures 
must therefore have been exceptionally heavily con- 
taminated. The development of the disease 
after only a very brief stay on infected land is not 
novel, for it appears to be known that sheep may 
become heavily infected after gaining admission 
ence only to pastures containing infested water. 

The outbreak, however, is in any respects very 
interesting, and the information we have been able 
to gather concerning its nature lends confirmation 
to the facts recently disclosed with regard to the 
life history of the liver fluke. An admirable 
review of this subject has lately been published 
by Davupney in the Journal of Comparative 
Pathology and Therapeutics for September, 1920, 
In this review Daupney alludes to the important 
work of the Japanese investigator Sinresjx, who 
traced the course of fluke development within 
the animal body by feeding rabbits with the 
encysted cercarial stages of the parasite. © From 
this experiment it was found that the parasites, 


at least most commenty, found their way to the 


liver by an indirect route, namely by burrowing 
through the intestinal wall into the peritoneal 
cavity and then penetrating the liver substance 
through its capsule. The young adult flukes 
could be found boring their way into the liver 
in four days after feeding, and by the fourteenth 
day they had all left the peritoneal cavity and 
entered the liver. 

The migration of enormous numbers of young 
flukes along this path would therefore account 


for the peritonitis and changes on the surface of 


the liver observed in the course of the Welsh 
outbreak. 

The changes that may occur in the liver as the 
result of attack were carefully studied by Frenk EL, 
in fluke-infested swine, and an acute parenchym- 
atous hepatitis was frequently observed in acute 
cases—changes which resembled those described 
in some of the sheep in this outbreak. 

The question next arises as to how these sheep 
became infected on the salt marsh, where the 
fresh-water snail, which usually acts as the 
intermediate host of the fluke could not exist. 


This can be readily explained in various ways: , 


First, at some part of the marsh there was a 
stream of running fresh water at low tide ; secondly, 
the sheep gained access to areas of fresh water 
when they were compelled to go back at high 
tide; thirdly, a large number of encysted 
cereariae were carried down to the salt marsh 
and were floating free on the surface of the water, 
an observation to which DauBNery refers in’ his 
review ; and again, fourthly, it is possible that a 
species of snail, other than the fresh water snail, 
might have acted in this case as intermediate host, 


Nostracts and Reviews. 


Foot and Mouth Disease: The Question of Invasion. 


As foot and mouth disease still unfortunately persists 
in making disturbing visitations among our herds, this 
question assumes great importance, and we review the 
interesting article recently published by Sir STEwarT 
STOCKMAN on this subject at some length. 

The incidence of outbreaks in this country is attended 
with mystery. Very little progress has been made in 
tracing their origin. Freed fram the enzootic form of 
disease, outbreaks only appear to occur in this country 
when it is prevalent in neighbouring parts of the continent 
—Northern France, Belgium and Holland -and the fre- 
queney with which the disease appears here seems to be 
in direct relationship to its prevalence in these countries. 

Outbreaks may be divided into initial outbreaks and 
secondary outbreaks, or ramifications from the initial 
ones. It has never been difficult to account for the 
latter class of outbreak, and thus attention is confined 
to the former, which are defined as those which occur 
when the country has been free from the disease for a 
longer period, months or years, than the virus is believed 
to be capable of living inside or outside the animal body. 
Under this heading would also come outbreaks which occur, 
apparently independently of each other, at the same 
time in districts widely apart, such as Surrey and North- 
umberland. During the period of twenty years up to 
September, 1920, there had been sixty-three such initial 
outbreaks, which the author regards as having originated 
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independently for the reasons that (1) during this period | 
infected animals and actual contacts had always been 
immediately slaughtered and infected premises thoroughly 
disinfected, and (2) after restocking these premises 
recurrences hardly ever occurred. 

The disease cannot be introduced into this country by 
means of susceptible live-stock, for their importation is 
prohibited, and therefore suspicion falls upon human 

beings or feeding stuffs and litter imported from parts 
' of the continent where the disease is raging. Hay and 
straw can be excluded from this category, inasmuch as 
the importation of these products has been prohibited 
since 1908 without any apparent modification in the 
number of outbreaks. 

Again, there has been no evidence to connect human 
beings, feeding stuffs, and packing material with the 
outbreaks. Enquiries made over a number of years 
fail to make one reasonably believe that any of these 
is the factor in repeated outbreaks. For example, 
when a cargo or consignment of food stuffs has been 
suspected, it has been found that the remaining portions 
of it had been despatched to many other premises, which 
did not become infected. Again, occasionally the disease 
has been known to break out near camps in which soldiers 
returned from the continent were concentrated, but no 
communication between soldiers and the infected premises 
could be definitely traced. Moreover, outbreaks have 
been found to occur in the past in such a district when 
there were no soldiers or other persons to suspect. With 
very few exceptions, outbreaks did not arise near military 
camps. Another curious fact is that many of the initial 
outbreaks have taken place on premises far removed 
from other premises, and where the animals had only 
received food stuffs grown on the place and the attendants 
had not been olf the place for weeks before the disease 
had appeared. 

During the last year or so a good deal of significant 
information has been obtained by tracing the distribution 
of outbreaks over the country, especially in view of the 
exceptionally frequent invasions we have had lately. 
During the twenty years under consideration outbreaks 
of the disease repeated themselves in more or less well- 
defined areas, though not on the same premises, and 
large parts of England and Wales and the whole of 
Scotland and Ireland entirely escaped (with the ex¢ep- 
tion of one initial outbreak at Edinburgh). 


If one makes a comparison now with anthrax, one 
finds that over 80 per cent. of the outbreaks of this disease 
are known to arise from the use of infected feeding stuffs 
and manures, and that they follow the lines of distribution 
of these substances and spare no part of the country where 


they are used. On analogy, one would have to rule 
out, therefore, feeding stuffs and human beings, which | 
would have been afforded quite as much opportunity | 
for spreading foot and mouth disease as anthrax if they 
were really responsible. * 

A list of counties is then given with the corresponding 
incidence of initial outbreaks during the period: (1) 
Eighteen counties in which two or more initial outbreaks 
have arisen; (2) twelve counties where only one has 


occurred in each; and (3) seventeen counties, together 
with the Isles of Scilly, the whole of Wales (except Denbigh 


and Carnarvon), and the whole of Scotland (except 
Midlothian), where no initial outbreak has occurred. 

During this period of twenty years 63 outbreaks in all 
occurred in these, counties, and an analysis of facts 
shows that about one-fifth of the counties of Great Britain 
have been “ hit ” twice or more times, the highest records 
being Kent 8, Sussex 5, Somerset 5, and the West Riding 
of Yorkshire 4. In about one-third of the counties there 
have been no initial outbreaks. 

Now, if one groups together a number of adjacent 
counties and takes for example the area represented on 
the east and south by Sussex, Surrey, Herts, Bedford, 
Cambridge, Norfolk, Essex, and Kent, one finds that 
about 43 per cent. (27) of the total number of outbreaks 
have appeared in this area. 

Again, in the southern section of the country, including 
Hants, Dorset, Wilts, Somerset and Devon, 24 per cent. 
of the total number have arisen. 

In both the above areas there are included smaller areas, 
such as, for example, Cornwall and Middlesex, in which 
no outbreaks have occurred. 


It is hardly likely that the “hitting” of these areas 
has been merely a matter of chance, and possibly if one 
could explain the reason why these areas have been 
singled out pre-eminently for attack, one would also be 
able to explain the method by which the disease is intro- 
duced into this country. 

As the view that the virus is introduced by any of 
what may be termed the ordinary methods finds no 
support from the evidence to hand, the author next examines 
a further possibility, namely, that the virus may be 
carried for long distances through the air, either by air 
currents or by birds. 

In affected animals it is no uncommon thing to see 
strings of viscous slobber hanging from the mouth, whirled 
up into the air, and blown away in minute particles. 
The discharge is known to be infective in infinitesimal 
doses, and can therefore stand high dilution. 

The official method of handling diseased animals in this 
country, comprising housing and almost immediate 
slaughter, gives few opportunities for the virus to spread 
in this way, but it has occasionally been known to spread 
for a few miles in the direction of a strong prevailing wind 
in cases where enquiry showed no ordinary communication. 
One knows that voleanic dust can be carried in the air 
for very long distances, and it is reasonable, therefore, to 
suppose that minute particles of infected mucus may 
travel in this way, perhaps even in the clouds, and then 
be washed down by rain. It is suggested that the atmos- 
pheric condition known as air-pockets may have something 
to do with the descent of the suspended particles, and it 
remains for those who are now exploring the air over the 
country to discover whether there is any such peculiarity 
about the air over the counties predisposed to attack. 

The only season during which it is at all probable that 
migrating birds may play a part in the importation of the 
virus is the Spring, when they arrive in this country in 
large numbers mainly from the South for breeding purposes. 
It is, however, shown that during the twenty years in 
question the number of outbreaks has been lowest in the 
Spring months (March 4, April 1, May 0). On the other 
hand, in July and December, when there is no migration, 
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the figures are 8 and 9, respectively. In the months 


of September, Octeber, and November, when birds are — 


arriving from the North and North-East, é.e., from 


countries where foot and mouth disease is not prevalent, 
the figures are 7, 7, and 4, respectively. 

The above data therefore controvert the view that 
migrating birds play a part in the introduction of the 
disease. However, it is still possible that such birds as 
ducks, geese and gulls, which may travel over long distances 
in search of food outside the migrating seasons, may play 
apart. These birds may carry the virus on their feet or 
plumage, or they may swallow infective material and 
excrete the virus while it is still in an active state. 

It is hoped that experiments which are being conducted 
on the mode and duration of life of the virus will supply 
a clue as to whether these two methods of conveyance are 
possible. —[Sir Stewart Stockman, Journal of Comparative 
Pathology and Therapeutics, 1920, September 30th. Vol. 
33, No. 3, pp. 153—157.] H. Coorrr. 


Clinical and Case Reports. 


Acute Distomatosis in Sheep. 


By J. M.R.C.V.S., Llanelly, South 
Wales. 


On September 7th, 1920, there arrived here from 
the County of Montgomery about four hundred head 
of sheep of the Kerry Hill breed. They had been 
bought about two days previously from various 
owners for breeding purposes and on arrival appeared 
to be perfectly healthy. They were then divided into 
two or three lots, and one of these lots numbering 
about 248 was placed on the salt marsh not far 
from Llanelly. 

On November 20th, several sheep from among this 
lot, which up to that time had been doing exceptionally 
well, developed signs of illness, and one or two died. 
In consequence of this, they were taken away from the 
marsh and placed on good sound grass land, where 
not quite so much keep was available, as it was 
considered that they were doing rather too well. 
Deaths, however, continued to occur in increasing 
numbers among the flock, and on December 7th 
veterinary aid was sought. 

The flock was inspected in the field while the sheep 
were grazing. Here and there ewes were observed 
to be standing with their backs slightly arched up, 
not grazing or ruminating, and with abdomens very 
full; some were actually pot-bellied. The sheep 
were then driven up to the gate, a few failed to 
follow up, and two or three even refused to move. 
The sheep with the distended bellies were seen to 
suffer from slightly laboured respirations. Their 
eyes were not so bright and their ears flapped or were 
drooping loosely. 

A post mortem examination was then made on a 
ewe that had died in the morning :— 

Abdomen.—Contained about 2 gals. of bright 
clear straw-coloured fluid. 

Stomach and Intestines.—Normal. 


Mesenteric Glands.—Enlarged, and apparently 
oedematous. 

Spleen.—Normal. 

Kidneys.—Enlarged, discoloured, and congested. 

Liver._-About twice the normal size, covered with 
a fibrinous deposit, and firmly adherent to the 
diaphragm. On dissection it showed some inflam- 
mation and cirrhosis, together with some flukes. 
The bile ducts were normal. 

Thoracic Cavity.—Contained about one quart 
of bright straw-coloured liquid. The pleural sur- 
faces of the diaphragm, chest wall, and lungs were 
covered with a fibrinous deposit. The lungs were 
congested and collapsed in places. 

Heart.._ Normal. 

The condition of the carcase was good and thie 
mesenteric fat abundant. 

The shepherd, who looked after the flock, stated 
that death had taken place in from three to four 
days after signs of illness had first been observed ; 
that the first symptom was a filling up of the abdomen; 
(2) disinclination to follow the other sheep; (3) 
drooping of the abdomen; (4) some difficulty in 
breathing (lift in breathing); (5) drooping of the 
ears and sinking in of the eyes, followed by death. 

As I was not satisfied as to the cause of death, a 
ewe that was showing obvious signs of illness was 
slaughtered and a post mortem examination made 
immediately. The changes found corresponded with 
those described in the above case, and the condition 
of the carcase was of such excellence that it would 
have even passed creditably at the Smithfield Show. 

The disease appeared to be primarily a liver con- 
dition (although fluke disease seemed to be ruled out 
on account of the fewness in number of the parasites). 
The most striking features of the disease were the 
greatly enlarged liver, the excellent condition of the 
carcases and of the whole flock, the very short period 
of illness, and the fact that this lot had been grazing 
on the salt marsh, while sheep belonging to the other 
lots, which had been kept on other land, remained 
all right. 

Material for diagnosis was then forwarded to the 
Royal Veterinary College, London, and to the Ministry 
of Agriculture’s laboratories. Sir John McFapyEan 
replied that he was unable to express an opinion 
on account of the insufficiency of the material sent 
to him. 

I therefore slaughtered another sheep and sent him 
more material, and also sent along to him a live ewe. 
This ewe, however, died before it arrived at the 
college. The following is the material part of Sir 
John’s report :— 

“The examination of the liver which you sent on 
along with the other organs showed that it was 
badly infested with liver flukes, and the same con- 
dition is present in the liver of the carcase which I 
have just post-mortemed. 

“In both cases there was some parasitic disease of 
the lungs, but I see no reason to doubt that the whole 
of the symptoms and the deaths are the result of 
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most extensive and comparatively recent infection 
with the liver fluke. 

“All the flukes that I have found in the liver are 
comparatively small, and I suppose they have been 
overlooked. I think, however, you will have no 
difficulty in finding them if you look specially for 
them.” 

With regard to this,report, it ought to be specially 
borne in mind that the flukes were comparatively 
small and present in large. numbers, but that no 
mention of any alteration in the liver ducts or sub- 
stance was made. 

In Sir John’s report upon the material first: sent 
to him he said that the material forwarded was not 
sufficient to base any opinion as to what was the 
nature of the disease, but in the first part of his letter 
he stated that the liver was cirrhotic. Special 
emphasis is laid on these points. 

On December 15th, the Ministry of Agriculture 
instructed one of their veterinary officers to proceed 
here to inspect the flock; and, this officer, quite 
independently, came to the conclusion that liver 
flukes were the cause of the disease, and on December 
20th, twelve ewes were sent to the Ministry’s 
laboratories for experimental investigation. 

The outbreak of fluke disease would therefore 
appear to be an extremely acute one—of so severe 
a nature that deaths took place very quickly, before 
even any loss of condition or alteration in the bile 
ducts had taken place. I have known the farms 
in question for about twenty-five vears and have 
known fluke disease to occur on them with greater 
or less intensity all through this period ; at various 
times throughout the period I have made on these 
farms several post mortem examinations, the results 
of which, however, corresponded with the commonly 
accepted ideas as to what the post mortem picture 
of fluke dicasee is in sheep. 

In the present outbreak, on the other hand, one 
could not find any alteration in the bile duets, and 
the flukes were so small and crammed into the liver 
substance and the liver was so much enlarged that 
the disease picture did not in the least sugyest flukes 
as the cause of the condition. And this opinion 
was formed particularly in view of the fact that she 
sheep had been on the salt marsh. The other sheep, 
which had never been on the marsh, remained 
apparently sound and healthy. 

On December 23rd, another sheep which appeared 
to be on the point of death was brought back to the 
surgery, bled to death and a detailed post’ mortem 
examination made. 

The changes were much the same as those already 
deseribed in the other sheep, but more advanced in 
character. The flukes were larger, more casily 
seen, and several were found lying free in the abdomen 
and on the fibrinous deposit which had caused the 
liver to become attached to the diaphragm. On 
looking through the capsule of the liver several 
punctured holes were seen, and fluke eggs were found 
in considerable quantity in the intestine. 

As already stated, 1 have been acquanited with 
fluke disease on this land for the last 25 years, and | 
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have inspected during that period on an average 
over 200 sheep per week killed in our local slaughter 
house, but I have never,seen livers in the same con- 
dition as those obtained from this particular flock. 

When the disease first came under my notice on 
December 7th, the picture certainly did not lead me 
to suspect flukes, but rather tended to divert my 
attention away from it. 

If it is assumed that the sheep were healthy upon 
their arrival here on September 7th, then they were 
74 days on the salt marsh before the first death took 
place, namely on November 20th. 

Death took place in those sheep before any signs 
of emaciation or wasting had developed. 

At the present time (December 27th) many of the 
sheep in this flock are exhibiting wasted backs, 
and since the frost has disappeared the wasting seems 
to be progressing much more rapidly. 

Ninety days after the sheep had been placed on the 
marsh, I failed to satisfy myself that they were dying 
from fluke disease. Seven days later, Sir John 
McFapyeaN had no reason to doubt but that they 
were dying from fluke disease. 104 days after they 
had been placed on the marsh no one could mistake 
the condition for anything else. 

On December 26th and 27th, the sheep that  re- 
mained alive were all slaughtered, 192 in number. 
Of these, twelve were put aside to be boiled up as feed 
for pigs, but the remaining carcases were in as good 
condition as one could ever wish to see. However, 
there was not one liver but that was severely infested 
with flukes and much enlarged in all these sheep. 

Two hundred breeding ewes, besides, are left on the 
farm, and at the time of writing appear to be as sound 
a lot of sheep as there is in the country, — There are, 
also, about two hundred lambs that have been bred 
on the place, and, with the exception of five, they are 
a very fine lot. 


Acute Necrosis of the Feet in Dogs. 
By R. 'T. Daves, M.R.C.V.S., Knighton, Radnor. 


Case 1. Subject : Foxhound, hunted on Thursday, 
noticed lame on Friday. Kxamined closely by 
kennelman for evidence of imjury, but none was 
found. When I was called in on the following 
Wednesday, | found the right fore leg swollen, hard, 
and tense, and about twice the normal size. There 
was a large gaping wound on it, from which flowed 
a small quantity of slightly purulent, bfood-stained, 
fluid discharge. The edges of the wound appeared 
to be necrotic, and a few small pieces of necrotic 
material were removed from it. 

The wound was then dressed with eusol, covered 
with a pad of cotton wool well soaked in this solution, 
and bandaged. The kennelman was instructed to 
repeat this dressing at least three times a day. The 
hound was eating well and had no distinct fever. 

On the following Friday | was called in again, and, 
to my great surprise, found the paw hanging by a few 
ligaments from the carpal joint and the bones exposed, 
the other tissues having sloughed completely away. 

The hound was destroyed. 
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Case Subject: Foxhound. Noticed lame 
while taken to a meet, and sent home. J was called 
in on the following day and found exactly the same 
type of swelling as in the first case—hard, hot, and 
tense — but it was more or less confined to the paw. 

An incision was made into the swelling as 1 expected 
to get a discharge of pus. There was none present, 
however, but merely a blood-stained liquid with a 
few flakes of pus. The same treatment was adopted, 
but no beneficial result had been obtained from it 
up to the time of writing (December 27th). The 
incision wound has increased considerably in width, 
bit there is practically no discharge from it. * Necrosis 
seems to be progressing heiween the toes and the 
entire pad appears to be sloughing. The ligaments 
between the pad and the foot are exposed. No 
wounds could be feund originally in the foot in this 
case, 

The writer wishes to know whether other members 
have encountered similar cases and what is. their 
experience. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held on Thursday, December 9th, at the 
Holborn Restaurant, London. followed in the evening 
by adinner. The President, Mr. G. H. Livesey, of Hove, 
presided at the meeting ; others who signed the attendance 
book included Professor G. H. Wooldridge. Messrs. Fred 
Bullock, J. Basil Buxton, H. A. MacCormack, J. W. 
McIntosh, J. Willett, London ; J.T. Angwin, Arundel ; G. 
W. Bloxsome, Southwick; G. P. Male, Reading: C. 
Roberts, Tunbridge Wells; S. H. Sloeoek, Hounslow ; 
F. G. Samson, Mitcham; A. Whicher, Bexhill; F. W. 
Willet, Staines; A. C. Wild, Woking; and H. R. Allen, 
Herne Hill. 

On the proposition of Professor Wooldridge, seconded 
by Mr. MacCormack, the minutes of the last meeting, 
as published in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Time and Ulace of next meeting. The President pointed 
out that, unless they wanted a special meeting in’ the 
meantime, the next meeting would be the annual one, 
which according to the rules had to be held in London 
at the end of March. 

The Honorary Secrevary (Mr. Anewin) reported 
that he had received a letter from Mr. Pack, of Lymington. 
regretting his inability to be present. as he had a fat stock 
show locally that day.  Lieut.-Colonel T. W. Rudd, 
the D.D.V.S. for the Eastern Command, who had accepted 
his invitation to be present had been prevented at the last 
moment from doing so. He had also received postcards 
or telegrams regretting inability to be present from Captain 
Rees-Moge and Messrs. W. Burt, T. Bolton, T. D. Broad. 
W. Coveney, Percival Carter, F. W. Garett, T. F. Hogben. 
H. Leeney., H. Marrs, C. H. Spurpeon, C. G. Saunders, 
C. Hf. Sheather, and P. J. Simpson. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from Mr. J. Basil 
Buxton asking the Society to nominate a representative 
to serve on the Publication Committees of the Nationel 
Veterinary Medical Association. 

Mr. MeInrosu did not think they would do better 
than nominate their President, but 

The Prestpent declined. Not only was it very 
improbable that he would be able to spare the time to 
devote to the duties, but he thought this office should be 
held by the Honorary Secretary for the time being, because 
he was more in touch with the Socicty’s affairs and would 
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be in a much better position to give information to the 
central body. 

Professor Woo.LpRIDGE explained that the object of 
this Publication Committee was to get material for pub- 
lication in The Record, and it would not be at all necessary 
to devote a lot of time to attending meetings. Most of 
the work would be done at home. He might say, in 
support of the President’s view, that most of the Societies 
were electing the Secretary for the reason Mr. Livesey 
had put forward. The duties would not be very great, 
although it was hoped they would be carried out by 
whoever was elected. 

Mr. McInrosx proposed that Mr. Angwin be nominated. 
This was seconded by Mr. Samson and carried. 

The Honoraky SECRETARY next submited a letter from 
Messrs. Buailliere, Tindall, and Cox, the proprietors of the 
Veterinary News, asking for information of forthcoming 
meetings for publication in their calendar. 

The President thought they might reply to this by asking 
their Secretary to give the information asked for, but to 
state that they could not promise to advertise their 
meetings, especially in view of the fact that The Record 
published announcements of meetings of the Societies 
free. ‘This was agreed to. 

The Honorary SECRETARY submitted a formal letter 
from Mr. Buxton, forwarding copy of the resolution passed 
at the recent joint meeting of the three Southern Societies. 

The PRESIDENT said those who were present at the 
joint meeting would remember that this resolution was 
unanimously agreed to, and it oniy remained for them to 
confirm it, so that it might go forward with a little more 
force. 

On the proposition of Mr. J. Willett, seconded by Mr. 
Samson, this was agreed to. 


Teachers as Haaminers. 


Discussion was invited on a resolution of the ‘Mid.-West 
and South Wales Association protesting against the pro- 
posed admission of professors to sit on the Examining 
Boards, as being “‘ antagovistic to the welfare, progress, 
and interest of the profession generally.” | 

Professor WooLpripGt# asked if this resolution did not 
amount to a vote of censure on the Council. 

The Presipgent: No, think not. 

Mr. J. Winuerr also did not think it was meant in that 
light. It was merely giving the opinion of one Society 
with reference to the future constitution of the Board of 
Mxaminers. Personally he thought it was rather pre- 
mature, as it had not yet been before the Council, but 
he could not see any harm in discussing it. 

Professor WooLpRipcr asked if it was possible to take 
the resolution without the covering letter. 

The Presipent said he regretted that that letter was 
sent out in its present form. He should be very sorry, 
us President, to say anythingewhich might hurt the feelings 
or be in any way offensive to the Mid.-West and South 
Wales Society. which he was sure they all hoped would 
have a most successful carcer, but he thought the letter 
was perhaps a little injudicious that it would have been 
better if they had merely put forward the resolution as 
it stood. The letter contained mis-séatements and 
inaccuracies, and though he was sure it was not intended 
to mislead, it was calculated to give a great deal of un- 
pleesantness to many members of the Council, and pars 
ticularly those who held some scholastic appointment 
at one of their schools. 

When a man was elected on the Council he was put 
there to represent the whol® profession. and not the schools 
only, and he did not think beenuse that man happened to 
be wa meraber of the teaching staff of a school that it was 
fair to jump at once to the conclusion that he was only 
representing the interests of the schools, and from that 
time forward ceased to take any interest in the welfare 
of the general practitioner. 

With regard to the resolution itself he thought it was a 
pity for it to be shelved or allowed to lie on the table 
without discussion or expression of opinion; for while 
they did not want to bind the hands of the Council, a free 
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discussion of the matter would be very useful as a guide to 
what the opinions of the general practitioners were. 
There were many men who did not care to write letters to 
the Press, but they could ventilate their feelings at meetings 
like the present one. On that ground, if on no other, he 
thought it would be a very good thing if the resolution 
were discussed. 

After all, it was a question of principle or method. 
There might be many reasons why professors should not 
examine their students, and on the other hand, under 
certain conditions, it might be to the advantage of the 
student if they were there. He confessed that he did 
not think it would, but after what he heard at the meeting 
of the Royal Counties Society he was converted very much 
towards the view that under certain conditions it would 
be to the advantage of the student that some member of 
the teaching staffs should be present to put some check 
on the questions that were often put by the examiners. 

When their Charter was granted, professors were 
expressly debarred from taking a seat on the examining 
boards, and he presumed that attitude was taken up after 
careful thought and deliberation. It had also been carried 
out with a fair amount of success for a number of years 
now, and being a somewhat conservative profession, he 
took it they would want some very definite reasons given 
for making any change before the present policy was 
altered. 

Mr. SaAMson remarked that personally he objected to 
teachers being examiners, although they might be ex- 
officio members and be present in the room to hear the 
questions that were put and the answers, but he did not 
think they should take any part in the actual examinations. 

The Prestpent: And your reasons, Mr. Samson ? 

Mr. Samson: Well, they might be prejudiced in favour 
of a student or otherwise. 

Mr. Anéwin saw no objection whatever to a professor 
being an examiner. The professor had lived with the 
men, and knew what a student was far better than any 
examiner could. For instance, in the army, where he 
had given lectures day after day on shoeing, he knew the 
imen who could give a quick answer to any question and 
those who took some little time to think, and he knew which 
was the better man of the two. The same would apply 
to the professors -he knew the man who knew his job ; 
and he thought they ought to allow the professors to have 
a little judgment. They were not going to push through 
** duds” simply to get a big pass list. 

Mr. Wuicuer pointed out that the professors would 
know only a comparatively few of the students who were 
coming up. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE remarked that he did not know 
the origin of this suggestion or how or why it came to be 
brought forward, but the general principle of examinations 
as carried on by other scientific and professional bodies, 
and particularly by the Universities, was to combine on 
the examining board what he might term internal and 
external examiners. The internal examiner was a 
teacher ; the external examiner was not a teacher, and had 
nothing to do with the particular candidates. The 
teacher knew whether a man had done good work for his 
examination, and the internal examiner would control 
any fads or fancies the external examiner might have, 
and between the two, not only was the candidate likely 
to get fair play, but any possible prejudice was more easily 
controlled. 

When they got their Charter it was expressly arranged 
that a teacher should not examine, but circumstances had 
changed considerably since then. In those days some of 
the teaching schools were proprietary institutions, and it 
was possibly thought that some of the teachers might be 
prejudiced in favour of their own candidates, and be 
anxious to get a big pass list in order to be able to advertise 
the fact. Personally he would rather the whole thing 
was washed out, but on the principle of the matter he 
believed the combination to be the best. The sluggard, 
who was known to be a sluggard, did not get the same 
chance of fluking through, and the good student who 


often was affected by nerves had a better chance, because 
he didn’t feel he was up against a lot of strangers. 

Mr. BULLOCK, who was asked by the President if he 
would state what the actual position is at the present 
time, pointed out that the Committee had not yet reported 
whether it was their opinion there should be any change 
or not, and in the event of their report being in the 
affirmative, he did not see how it was possible for any 
change to take place for at least two years, so that there 
would be plenty of time for discussion. 

The PRESIDENT thought what they had heard from Mr. 
Bullock had cleared up a great deal of what was troubling 
many of them, and that in the circumstances there was no 
need for them to carry the discussion any further that 
afternoon. They might, however, acknowledge the 
receipt of the letter, and state that the resolution would be 
considered in due time. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: Might I suggest that the 
discussion be deferred until aiter the report of the Com- 
mittee who are considering this subject has been published ? 

The PRESIDENT: I think that is the idea. I am sure 
that as long as the profession understands that this thing 
won't be rushed through, and that there is no chance 
of the whole system being changed for the next examin- 
ation, say, without the members being given a say in the 
matter, no one will object. I think many members 
have been rather frightened that the whole system of 
examinations was going to be changed almost at once, 
which evidently is not the case. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: I think many have an idea that 
the teachers want to rush this thing through, but that is 
not the case, and members forget that the Council is mainly 
composed of general practitioners. 

Mr. J. WILLerr pointed out that there would be at least 
two annual elections of Council before any change could be 
brought into law, and it was up to the profession if they 
did not agree to run candidates for the Council who were 
of their way of thinking. 

The PREsIDENT: 1am sure if 1 were a student I should 
welcome some such system of examination as Professor 
Wooldridge has outlined. I have a great deal of sympathy 
with the student who is simply in the hands of an external 
examiner. 

It was agreed to defer further discussion till after the 
report of the Committee has been published. 


Accounts. 


Accounts amounting to £2 8s. 10d. for expenses in 
connection with the September meeting were, on the 
proposition of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by Professor 
Wooldridge, passed for payment. 

Commenting on the financial position of the Society, 
the PRESIDENT remarked that if the Society was to be run 
satisfactorily, he did not see how they were to continue 
to go on on only a half guinea subscription. Their funds 
had naturally been depleted during the war, the member- 
ship was not what it was, and they had also to face the 
fact that expenses generally were increasing. 

The Hon. SEcRETARY remarked that so far as the date 
of that meeting was concerned, it was fixed for the Cattle 
Show week, in order that members might combine it with 
a visit to the show, but they would be surprised to know 
the number who gave as a reason for not coming that they 
had got their own shows in their own particular localities, 
and possibly this accounted for there not being a larger 
attendance that afternoon. 

The PresipentT: At any rate I think we shall have to 
consider the question of increasing the subscription in 
the near future if we are to pay our way and do what we 
have done in the past in the direction of making grants 
to the Benevolent Fund and other similar objects. 

Mr. MacCormack proposed that the question of the 
subscription be placed on the agenda for the next meeting, 
and this was seconded by Mr. Angwin and carried. 

Mr. ANGWIN gave notice that at the next meeting he 
would like to propose the name of Colonel T. W. Rudd for 
membership. Mr. McIntosh would be pleased to second 
the nomination. 
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Cases of Interest.—Mr. Siocock described a peculiar 
case of lameness in a mule. (S°e next issue of the Record.) 

Mr. J. Witterr recorded a case of twist of the colon, 
which he believed to be due to an accident. Messrs. 
Whicher, McIntosh, and Professor Wooldridge gave their 
views on this question. (See next issue of the Record.) 

An interesting statement as to “* The future policy of 
the National Veterinary Association’ was made by 
Mr. J. Basti Buxton, and a discussion followed, in which 
the following gentlemen took 
Messrs. Willett and McIntosh. 
lished later.) 

Mr. MacCorMack proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Buxton for his address. This was seconded by 
Mr. BLoxsome, and carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Buxton said he greatly appreciated their kind 
remarks, and there was only one little thing he would ask 
of them. That was that they would try and enlist the 


| 


Graham Emerson, Edward O’ Kelly, John Francis Timoney, 


' and §. A. Evans. 


part:—the President, 
(Full report to be pub- | 


Correspondence.-—The SECRETARY announced that letters 
had been received from Major Archibald Baird and Messrs. 
C. Blackhurst and Finlay Kerr, thanking the Council 
for their re-election as local secretaries for examinations. 

The SecRETARY announced that a card addressed to the 
President and Council of the Royal College, and bearing 
the following inscription, had been received :—-‘* With 
the best of good wishes for Christmas and the New Year, 
from Major-General! E. R. C. Butler and the Officers of 
the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, Aldershot Command.” 

The Secretary announced that letters had been received 
from Lord Cave, Sir Arthur Griffith-Boscawen and Sir 
William Watson-Cheyne, thanking the Council for the 
vote of thanks passed to them at the last meeting in 
connection with the passage of the Veterinary Surgeons 


' (Amendment) Act. 


interest and support of their brother practitioners in their | 


several localities. /t was now that they wanted help, 
both in money and in material, for their journal, and he 
implored them to give him all the help possible during the 
next few weeks. (Applause.) 

Mr. ROBERTS suggested that they might pass a resolution 
pledging themselves as a Society to support the scheme 
outlined by Mr. Buxton. He did not know how to best 
word the resolution, but Mr. Buxton would know what he 


meant. 


Mr. Siocock seconded this, and it was unanimously | 
_ including a Conference of Veterinary Inspectors. 


agreed 


The PrestpENtT: That concluded the business of the 
| whether it will send delegates to the Congress, and, if so, 


meeting, but before they broke up there was one subject 
of rather a mournful character he would like to refer to, 
and that was the recent death of Mr. E. Wallis Hoare, of 
Cork. Many of them knew him personally, and it needed 
no words of his to commend his work for the advancement 
of the profession, particularly on its scientific side, and he 
thought the least they could do was to pass a resolution 


of regret at his death, and convey an expression of their | 


sincere sympathy and condolence to the relatives. 
The members signified their assent to this by rising 
from their seats, and the proceedings then terminated. 
Jas. T. ANGWIN, 
Hon. Sec. 


ROYAL COLLEGE 


Report of Quarterly Meeting. 


of Veterinary Surgeons was held at the College, 10 Red 


Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, 7th January, 1921. | 


The Secretary read letters from Mrs. Maleolm and Mrs. 
Donald. conveying an expression of their appreciation of 
the vote of condolence with them which had been passed 


at the last meeting.. 
The SECRETARY announced that a letter had been 


received from the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary Institute, 


requesting that the Counci! would appoint delegates 
to the Congress to be held at Folkestone on June 20th— 
25th, 1921. The subscription for a copy of the Proceed- 


_ ings and a ticket for the Congress was £1 11s. 6d. for each 


delegate appointed. Several Conferences would be held, 


The PReEsIDENT: The Council will now determine 


whom they shall send. 

Mr. McKinna: | think this College ought to be 
represented at the meetings of public institutes of this 
kind, and I move that the President be our representative. 

Mr. bee to second that. 

The PREsIpENT: I think you should try and get some- 
one who is more likely to go. There are probably certain 
members of the Council who will attend in any case. 

Mr. Gorron: If we decide now to send delegates, 
the actual appointment of the delegates might be deferred 
until the April meeting. In all probability a number of 
members of Council will know whether they are likely to 
attend or not by that time, and April will be quite soon 


_ enough to appoint delegates. 


OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. — 


Mr. Witterr: | understand that Mr. Buxton is attend- 
ing, and he might be nominated as the representative of 


the Council. 


Dr. O. C. Bradley (President) occupied the chair, and the 
following members were present: —Mr. Abson, Mr. G. | 


Banham, Major-General Sir Layton Blenkinsop, K.C.B., 


Mr. J. S. Coleman, Professor J. F. Craig, Professor 8. 
Gaiger, Mr. F. W. Garnett, 
McFadyean, Mr. J. McKinna, Mr. G. P. Male, Colonel 
A. W. Mason, O.B.E., Mr. T. 8. Price, Dr. Share-Jones, 
Mr. 8. H. Slocock, Mr. H. Sumner, Mr. Trigger, Mr. J. 
Willett, Mr. G. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. F. Bullock 
(Secretary ). 

Apologies for Absence. The Secretary announced that 
letters regretting their inability to attend the meeting had 
been received from Messrs. W. J. ‘Mulvey, A. Lawson 
and Sir Stewart Stockman (all on account of illness), 
and from Messrs. P. Wilson, J. H. Carter, G. H. Locke, 
S. Wharam, and P. J. Howard. 

Minutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting, which 
had been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

Obituary.—The Secretary read the Obituary list. 

Admissions to Membership._-The SECRETARY announced 
that the following had been admitted members of the 
College since the last quarterly meeting of Council :— 
Vincent Patrick Byrne, Thomas Francis Connolly, William 


Mr. A. Gofton, Sir John | 


Mr. J. Basil Buxton, Col. J.W. Brittlebank, Mr. J. Clarkson, | Messrs. Buaten and Male. 


The PRESIDENT: I| think we might as well try and settle 


A quarterly meeting of the Council of the Royal College | the whole thing to-day. 


Mr. McKinna: I move that Mr. Buxton be our delegate, 
unless you decide to send more. 

Dr. Sa#are-JONEs: I second the appointment of Messrs. 
Buxton and Male. 

The PrestpENT : Two name¥ have now been suggested - - 
Will you smend your motion 
to include Mr. Male % 


Mr. McKrinna: Yes. 
The resolution for the appointment of Mr. Buxton and 


Mr. Male as the representatives of the Council to the Con- 
gress of the Royal Sanitary Institute was*then put and 
carried. 

Mr. McKinna: I think the out-of-pocket expenses of 
our representatives ought to be paid on such an occasion. 
I am sorry I did not include that in my original motion. 
Will you accept it, Sir, as a special motion now ? 

The PREsIDENT: | understand that we have not done 
it in the past, but I will accept a motion to that effect. 


| Do you propose that the out-of-pocket expenses should 


be paid ? 

Mr. McKinna: Yes. 

Mr. SumNER: I beg to second that. 

Sir Jonn McFapyean: I think that as this is the first 
occasion on which it has been done we should carefully 
consider whether it is right for the Council to pay the 
expenses of delegates to every sort of meeting in connection 
with which we accept invitations. 
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Mr. Sumner: They will represent the profession, and L 
think the profession ought to pay thoie out-of-pocket 
expenses. = | think it is too much to ask Prem to stand thar 
expense individually. 

Mr. McK inna: think so too. think the expenses 
ought to be paid by the College. I hope the Council will 
be in such a position during the year that it will be able 
to meet such expenditure. 

The resolution, that the out-of-pocket expenses of the 
delegates be paid, was then put and carried, some of the 
members voting against. 

Congratulations to Major-General Sir Layton Blenkinsop 

The Prestpent: Before we proceed to receive the 
reports of the Committees, L went in one word to express the 
gratification which | am sure we all feel that His Majesty 
has conferred an honour upon one of our members. 
(Hear, hear.) In making that brief announcement, 
Lam sure you will understand that the length of expression 
is not in any way commensurate with the feeling of 
gratification on the receipt of this honour by one of those 


who sit around the table with us. — [ refer, of course, to 


the knighthood which has been conferred upon the Director- 
General of the Army Veterinary Service. (Cheers.) 


Finance Committee. 


Mr. Mason read the following report of a meeting of 
the Finance Committee, held on Friday, 7th January. 
1921: 

1. Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting. 
having been printed and circulated. were taken as read 
and confirmed, 

Ll. Financial Statement. Vhe ‘Treasurer submitted 
his Financial Statement for the quarter, showing a balance 
in hand of £975 15s. tid., together with liabilities, exclusive 
of the cost of the December examinations, amounting to 
£307 6s. 8d. 

It was resolved that the Treasurer's statement be 
approved, and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown, together with examiners’ fees and expenses. and 
examination expenses, monthly salaries, petty cash, 
gas. electric light, fidelity insurance, repairs. 

HLL. =Voluntary Subscriptions. Wo was resolvect that 
all voluntary subscriptions received on aud after Jonuery 
Ist, 1921, be credited to the year 1921-1922, as the annua! 
fees payable under the Veterinary Surgeons Act. 1920 

IV. Office Equipment. was resolved that tie 
question of the provision of the necessary office equipment, 
extension of telephone, ete., be referred to the President, 
‘Treasurer and Secretary, with power to act. 

V. Office Staff. Report of Sub-Committee. Vhe Suly- 
Committee reported that after interviewing twelve 
candidates for the post of Principal Clerk they had 
appointed Miss K. C. Blake to the position, at u salary of 
£175 per annum, as from October Ist, 1920. 

Consequent on this appointment the position of 
Correspondence Clerk was advertised, and after inter 
viewing five candidates Miss D. Attwater was appotited 
to the position at a salary of £120 per annum as from 
October 8th, 1920. 

The Sub-Committee also approved the appointment of 
Leslie Randall as apprentice clerk at a weekly wage of 
fifteen shillings, as from the 25th October, 1920, the wage 
to be increased to L7s. Gd. per week as from January Ist, 
1921, 

It was resolved that the report of the Sub-Committee 
be adopted. 

VI. Repairs and Alterations.--The Sub Committee 
reported that they had accepted the estimate of Messrs. 
Patten for the work required in connection with the trans- 
fer of the library to the top floor, and the museum to the 
basement, at a cost of £72. This sum it is recommended 
should be charged to the War Memorial Fund. 

They have also accepted a further estimate of Mr. 
Patten for consequential repairs and decorations to the 
ground floor room, which is to become the clerks’ office, 
and the housekeeper’s rooms, at a cost of £54. 

It was resolved that the report be adopted. 

Vil. lnsurance of Building. was resolved that 
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the amount of the insurance on the building be increased 
by 100 per cent. 

VItl. War Memorial Tablet. lt was resolved : 

(4) That the War Memorial Tablet be unveiled on 
Thursday afternoon, April 6th, and that arrangements 
in connection therewith be left in the hands of the President. 

(6) That an invitation be issued to members of the 
profession, and particularly to relatives of members who 
lost their lives during the war, to be present at the ceremony. 

(r) That the President be requested to perform the 
unveiling ceremony. 

Mr. Mason: I beg to move that the report be received 
and adopted. 

Mr. Triccer: | have very much pleasure in seconding 
that, and LT should Eke at the same time to take the 
opportunity of congratulating everyone who has been 
associated with the alterations that have been made in the 
College building. 1 think they redound to the greatest 
eredit of all concerned. No one could possibly imvtgine, 
unless they saw the alterations that have been made. the 
transformation that has taken place. Io was always 
very jealous of spending money when we had uone to 
spend; we had to guard our finances, although many 
desirable alterations were required. Some of those have 
now been accomplished, and it seems to me a reasonable 
probability that we may be able to have two or three 
committees sitting at the same time, particularly now we 
have an office staff. In my opinion the work has been 
splendidly done, and | should like to congratulate every- 
one who has been associated with it) the President, 
the Treasurer and the Committee. They have now made 
the building a credit to the profession, so that we can 
show it to anyone and not be ashamed of it.  (Cheers.) 

The resolution for the adoption of the report was then 
put and carried unanimously. 


Examination Committee. 


The Secrerary read the following report of a meeting 
of the Examination Committee, held on Thursday, 6th 
January, 1921: 

I. Chairman. In the absence of the Chairman. owing 
to illness, the President was voted to the chair. 

Ll. Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and cireuluted, were taken as read 
and confirmed, 

If. Reports on December Reports 
from the Chairman of the Board of Examiners, the Dele- 
gates, and the Local Secretaries on the examinations 
held in December were read and considered satisfactory. 

It was resolved that letters of thanks be addressed to 
those persons and institutions which had rendered services 
in connection with the examinations. 

Fellowship Examination... The Secretary reported 
that two entries were received for the Fellowship Examin- 
ation, but that no examination was held, one thesis being 
rejected by the Examiners, and the other having been 
returned by the Classification Committee to the applicant, 
on the ground that it did not fall under the heading of 
one of the subjects set out in the regulations. 

V. Report on DO VIS.M. Examination. report 
of the Local Seeretary on the Examination fer the Diploma 
in Veterinary State Medicine, held in Edinburgh on the 
7th. Sth and 9th December, was received, showing that of 
the five candidates who entered, two were successful, and 
obtained the Diploma, namely, Messrs. T. Bannatyne and 
A. F. Lamont. 

VI. Educational Certificates. — Educational certificates 
Nos. 2426, 2434, 2459, 2460, 2462, 2471-2476 were sub- 
mitted and approved. 

Vil. Applicctions for Exemption Applications for 
exemption from the Preliminary Examination were 
received from ex-service candidates, together with testi- 
monials in respect of general education. 

It was resolved that exemptions be granted in the 
following cases :— 

2369. Higgins, R. L., 26. 5 years’ service. Lieut. M.C, 

Wounded twice. 


ty | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


January 15, 1921 


2373. Cormack, W., 20. years’ service. 

2409. Swaby. R.. 22. 3 years’ service and 
RAF. Flyine Officer. 

2461. Griffiths, D. 20. 2 years’ service 

2464. Tuckey, R. A. 24. years’ service. Com 
missioned. Wounded. 

2468. Howell, W. E., 24}. 
** Mentioned.” 

M4700 Nair, WK. S.. 30. 
4 years’ service. 
VILL. Foreign Graduate. An application was receive: 

from Mr. A. H. Bryan, V.M.D., Ib.Se., for permission to 

sit for the Final Examination without further attendance 
at a Veterinary Colleze. on the ground that he had served 
in the U.S. Army. 

It was resolved that the application be refused. 

IX. Applications for Special Kwxemption. An 
application was received from Mr. J. Sim for exemption 
from the first year course on the ground that he had 
taken a two vears’ agricultural course at Grootfontein 
School a} Agriculture. 

It was resolved that the application be not agreed to 

(b) An application was received from Karam Ellahie. 
wv graduate of the Punjab Veterinary College. for exemption 
from the first and second years’ course in cousideration 
of his two years war service. 

It was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 

X.  Byelaw 62 (a).--An application was received from 
Miss Margaret W. Cameron, M.B., Ch.B., of Glasgow 
University, for exemption under Byelaw 62 (a, )and it 
was resolved that the application be acceded to. - 

XL. Application from Kx-Service Veterinary Students. 
Applications were received from ex service veterinary 
students who had failed at the recent Professional Examin 
ations, and it was resolved 

(a) That Mr. W. Maitlarid be allowed to pass to Class B 
and to take the subject of Biology in July, 1921. 

(6) That Mr. A. F. Flood be allowed to pass to Class 1) 
and to take the subject of Hygiene tn July. 

Revision of HKxaminers’ Fees. ‘The question of 
the revision of the fees payable to Examiners was con 
sidered, but the matter was deferred until the next meeting. 

XL. Fellowship Laamination. Appointment of 
Panel of Examiners. It was resolved to recommend 
that the following be appointed to the panel of examiners 
tor the Fellowship Diploma : 


vears’ service. Captain. 


Graduate Bombay Vet. Collece 


Anatomy T. G. Browne, B. Gorton, Shave. 
Physiology D. Lindsay, Sir FL Smith, Dr. G. A. 
Buckmaster. 

Pathology D. C. Matheson, D. Kehoe, A. b. 

Sheather. 


Helminthology and R. 8. McDougall, A.W. Noel Villers, 
Entomology RK. Daubney. 
Pharmacology and F. T. G. Hobday, G. D. Lander, Dr 


‘Toxicology Dilling. 
Medicine H. J. Dawes, J. Penberthy, J. Dunstan. 
Surgery ... J. A. W. Dollar, J. Macqueen, J. J. 


O'Connor. 
Sanitary Science 8. Lioyd, A. M. Trotter, Woods. 

On the moton of Mr. CLARKSON, seconded by Mr. Anson. 
the report was received and adopted. 

Registration Committee. 

The Srcrerary read the report of a meeting of the 
Registration Committee, held on ‘Thursday, 6th January, 
192), from which it appeared that nine cases were con: 
sidered by the Committee. In one it was resolved that 
there was no case for action ; in another case. of a member 
charged with soliciting, the explanation submitted was 
not considered satisfactory ,‘and the Solicitor was instructed 
to send a cautionary notice. 

A member appeared answer to charge of 
unprofessional conduct, and evidence was heard. The 
report of the committee was deferred to the next meeting. 

The Solicitor reported a conviction in the case of A. 
Allen, non-member, charged with using the words * Veter- 
inary Surgecn,” and that a fine of £4 had been imposed, 

The Solicitor reported a conviction in the case of H. 
Birch, won-member, charged with using title 
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“ M.R.CO.V.S..° and the imposition of a fine of one guinea. 
An undertaking was submitted in the case of Kinsey, 
non-member, using the title Veterinary Shoeing Forge.” 
An explanation was submitted, which was considered 
satisfactory, in the case of a member charged with adver- 
tising. 

An undertaking was received in the case of A. L. Clarke. 
non-member, using the title * M.R.V.C.” 

It was resolved that no action be taken in the case of a 
member charged with advertising. 

Applications for Restoration.— The Solicitor submitted 
an application of Mr. E. J. Sewell for the restoration of 
his name to the Register, and it was resolved: That the 
consideration of the case be deferred until the next meeting, 
the Solicitor being instructed to communicate with Mr. 
Kk. J. B. Sewell and to request from him an explanation of 
the use of his name on the premises of Mr. KE. J. Sewell. 

Removal of Name. A request was received from Mr. 
C. Pierce, FLRLCLV.S., for the removal of his name from 


the Register, and it was resolved that the request be agreed 


to. ‘ 
On the motion of Mr. ABson, seconded by Mr. McIXinna, 
the report was received and adopted. 

The PresipENtT: It has now to be formally moved and 
passed : “* That the mame of Mr. Charles Pierce be removed 
fron the list of Fellows and from the Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons, at his own request.” There is the necessary 
quorum present, 

Mr. move that resolution. 

Mr. Prick: | second it. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously, 


Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee. 


Mr. Garner read the following report of a meeting of 
the Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee, held 
on November 25th, 1920 :- 

Present.--Mr. ¥. W. Garnett in the chair. Dr. O. C. 
Bradley, Messrs. J. B. Buxton, J. H. Carter, J. Clarkson, 
Sir J. M’Padyean, Messrs. G. P. Male, W. J. Mulvey, 8. H. 
Slocock, and J. Willett. 

lL. Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been approved by the Council, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Indian Civil Veterinary Department.- A report was 
submitted by the Indian Civil Veterinary Department 
Sub-Committee, accompanied by a comparative table, 
showing the pay in the Indian Medical Service, the Indian 
Civil Veterinary Department, the Indian P.W.D., and the 
R.A.V.C. 

lt was resolved that the report be circulated to the 
members of the Committee before the next meeting. 

Lh. Retired Pay.A letter was received 
from Lt.-Col. W. B. Edwards, R.A.V.C., asking for the 
assistance of the College to obtain an alteration of a ruling 
of the Army Council with regard to the amount of retired 
pay to which he was entitled. 

It was resolved that a letter in support of the claim of 
Colonel Edwards, to be drawn up by a Sub-Committee 
consisting of the President, Chairman, Solicitor and 
Secretary, be addressed to the Army Council. 

IV. VOC. Conditions of Service. — X memorandum 
on the conditions of service in the R.A.V.C. was submitted 
and cousidered, and it was resolved that the President and 
Secretary be instructed to address a letter to the War 
Office pointing out the necessity lor Improving the condi- 
tions of service in the R.A.V.C. to be submitted te the 
Committec at its meeting in January. 

V. Government of TLreland Bill. (a) The tollowing 
resolution of the Veterinary Medical Association of Lreland 
of the 21st October, 1920, was submitted : — 

That we view with alarm the possibility of divided 
control of the administration of the Diseases of Animals 
Acts in Ireland under the terms of the Government of 
Ireland Bill at present before Parliament. We are 
strongly of opinion that the setting up of dual authorities 
in Treland for the purpose of administering the Acts 
would in every respect be inimical to the Live Stock 
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Industry of the country. and that any attempt to put 


be absolutely impracticable. We consider as a safe- 

guard to our Live Stock Industry that the following 

clause should be added to the Government of Ireland 

Bill :—*“* With a view to the uniform administration 

throughout Ireland of public services in connection with 

the Diseases of Animals Acts, any powers exercisable 
by the Department of Agriculture and Technical 

Instruction for Ireland at the appointed day with respect 

to the Diseases of Animals Acts, shall as from the 

appointed day become powers of the Council of Ireland, 
and not of the Governments and Parliaments of Southern 

Ireland and Northern Ireland.” 

It was resolved : (1) That the resolution of the Veterinary 
Medical Association of Ireland be approved, and that a 
letter be addressed to the Lord Chancellor urging upon 
him the necessity of amending the Government of lreland 
Bill in Committee in the direction indicated. (2) That 
a similar letter be addressed to members of the House of 
Lords known to be interested in this matter. 

(b) Civil Service Committee.—A letter was received from 
the Institution of Professional Civil Servants, Ireland, 
making the following suggestions :— 

(1) That a deputation from the various professions 
should wait on Sir L. Worthington Evans to press the 
following amendments :— 

(2) That the Civil Service Committee to be appointed 
under Clause 54 shall consist of 8 (not 7), of whom 3 (not 
2) shall be ——— by existing Irish officers; one of 
the three should represent the technical and protessional 
officers. 

(3) That all existing professional officers should be 
entitled to the addition of the years of their professional 
training for the purpose of computing pensions, 

It was resolved that Mr. F. W. Garnett be appointed to 
represent the College on the proposed deputation. 

VI. Ministry of Health.—Meat Inspection Committee.— 
A letter was received from the Meat Inspection Committee 
of the Ministry of Health, inviting the Council to delegate 
witnesses to appear before the Committee to give evidence 
with regard to the legislative and administrative measures 
necessary to secure adequate protection for the health of 
the people in connection with the slaughter of animals and 
distribution of meat for human consumption in England 
and Wales. From a memorandum on the constitution of 
the Committee it was found that only one member of the 
veterinary profession had been appointed to the Committee. 

It was thereupon resolved to recommend :— 

(1) That the Committee be informed that in the opinion 
of this Council the Meat Inspection Committee of the 
Ministry of Health as at present constituted is not 
sufficiently representative to deal with the matters on 
which evidence from veterinary surgeons is sought. 

(2) That the Ministry of Health be requested to appoint 
two additional members of the veterinary profession on the 
Committee. 

(3) That in the event of the above suggestion being 
agreed to, a special committee be appointed, to consist of 
the Chairman, Mr. Gofton, Sir John M’Fadyean and Mr. 
Male, to consider the whole matter and to draw up a 
statement of the views of the Council to be submitted 
to the Meat Inspection Committee and supported by two 
witnesses to be delegated by the Council. 

That the President and Chairman be requested to draw 
up a letter to be forwarded to the Ministry of Health in 
answer to their invitation to nominate witnesses. 


Report or THE I[.C.V.D. Sus-CoMMITTEE. 


(1) Since the question of the remuneration of the officers 
of the Indian Civil Veterinary Department first came 
before the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons in May, 1920, a revised scale of pay, dated June, 
1920, has been issued by the India Office. These revised 
conditions have been officially stated to be based on the 
recommendations of the Public Services Commission. 

(2) The members of the Sub-Committee have inter- 
viewed and corresponded with officers of the LC.V.D. 


at home on leave, and have corresponded with officers of 


such a scheme in operation would, for obvious reasons, _ the Department in India. 


(3) The Sub-Committee has studied reports bearing on 
the subjects, including the recommendations of the 
Departmental Committee on the requirements of the 
Public Veterinary Services, 1912, the proceedings of the 
first meeting of Veterinary Officers in India, 1919, the 
report of the Publie Services Commission, etc. 

(4) During the course of enquiry the Sub-Committee 
has been struck with the lack of unanimity amongst the 
officers of the 1.C.V.D. When referring to their require- 
ments of pay and conditions of service, there has appeared 
a readiness on the part of the individual officers to state 
the grievance of their own particular cases without regard 
to the necessity of the improvement of the conditions 
of service in the Department as a whole, and there has been 
a tendency on the part of a number of officers when pressing 
for a better scale of pay to ask for emoluments in excess 
of those now given to other Indian Departments. These 
facts have thrown difficulties in the way of the Sub- 
Committee in their efforts to arrive at reasonable and fair 
conclusions. 

(5) It has become apparent in the course of the enquiry 
that one of the main factors by which the Secretary of 
State for India judges the adequacy or otherwise of the 
scale of pay offered to a particular Department is whether 
it produces a sufficient number of candidates for the 
vacancies which may from time to time occur in the 
establishment of that particular Department. There is 
evidence that at the present time the number of candidates 
coming forward for appointments in the I.C.V.D. is, with 
the exception of suitable candidates to fill certain 
specialists’ appointments, sufficient to meet the demand. 
This is no doubt due to most of the recent recruits being 
entitled to reckon their completed years’ service in the 
Army for pay, promotion, and pension up to a maximum 
of four years’ service. But it must not be overlooked that 
officers who have served in the R.A.V.C. in India, and have 
consequently recent experience of the economic conditions 
affecting Europeans resident in that country, are applying 
for appointments in the LC.V.D. The lack of more 
highly-trained technical specialists is common to every 
British Veterinary Service, and is not confined in any way 
to the 1.C.V.D. 

(6) The Sub-Committee has reached the following 
conclusions :—- 

(a) The junior officer is under the revised scale only 
slightly worse off as regards pay in comparison with a few 
of the other Departments with which his conditions of 
service may be said to be comparable. He may consider 
he has more justification for feeling aggrieved owing to the 
fact that his pay is now the same as it was in pre-war 
days, except for the Rs. 10s. per month increase in the 
yearly increments, but against this must be placed the 
loss of Exchange Compensation allowance now no longer 
granted. It must be remembered that formerly the 
young officer joining the 1.C.V.D. was exceptionally well 
paid, and out of proportion to the pay given to those in 
the senior ranks of that Department. This high rate 
of pay to junior ranks draws recruits but does not make for 
contentment after a few years’ service. The Sub- 
Committee consider that this method of inducing junior 
officers to join any public service is to be deprecated. 
Nevertheless, they feel that the pay now offered to the 
junior ranks of the I.C.V.D. might be increased. They 
make this recommendation on the grounds that it takes 
considerably longer to obtain the qualifications necessary 
for an appointment in the I.C.V.D. than it does to quality 
for appointments in other services which receive similar 
rates of pay. 

(b) The senior officers of the I.C.V.D. have a reasonable 
claim to an even higher flat-rate of pay than officers of 
other services, in that, unlike the latter, there are no 
senior administrative appointments open to them, carrying 
higher rates of pay. 

(c) The absence of an Inspector-General I.C.V.D. is 
most detrimental to the interests of the Department as a 
whole and to those of stock owners throughout India. 
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An Inspector-General is necessary to advise the Govern- | 
ments open to R.A.V.C. officers is much smaller than in 


ment of India on veterinary matters, to make recommenda- 
tions on staffing and salaries, to organise research, and to 


| 


co-ordinate the work of the Department in the various | 


provinces. Without this co-ordination the control of 
contagious disease throughout India is impossible, and 
the standard of efficiency in the Veterinary Services of the 
different provinces must be very uneven. The Inspector- 
General should be given authority over the officers through 
the Local Governments. 

(d) The Sub-Committees consider that the I.C.V.D. 
officers have a reasonable claim that when placed upon the 
selection grade of Rs. 1500-50—1750, they should be made 
eligible for the Grade B. additional pension mentioned in 
the Government of India Resolution No. 1085, E.A., dated 
Delhi, 15th November, 1919, in the same way as certain 
other officers similarly selected. 

Some officers in the I.C.V.D. have pressed that the 
following should be added to this sub-paragraph :—-‘* That 
officers holding the appointment of Advisers to the Pro- 
vincial Governments should be given pay at the rate of 
2000—50—2250, which is the pay recently granted to 
Directors of Agriculture in Provincial Governments.” 

The number of Provincial Governments in India is 
seven (Punjab, N.W. Provinces, Central Provinces, Madras, 
Bombay, Bengal, Burma). This would mean that out 
of a total of 39 Imperial Officers in the Department, 18 
per cent. would be advisers to Provincial Governments and 
draw this high rate of pay. It is considered by the 
Special Committee that it would be hard to justify this 
being recommended to the Indian Government until the 
cadre of Imperial Officers is increased. 

(7) If the Parliamentary Committee approves of the 
conclusions of the Sub-Committee, a letter to the Secretary 
of State for India can be drafted for the approval of 
the Council. 

(Signed) O. CHARNOCK BRADLEY. 
L. J. BLENKINSOP. 
8S. H. 


December, 1920. 
(Since the report was written the claim here referred to 


has been granted.) 


R.A.V.C. CONDITIONS OF SERVICE. 


To the Secretary, 


War Office. 
December 14th, 1920. 


College has recently given careful consideration to the 
conditions of service in the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, 
including questions of pay, pension, and promotion, and 
I am directed to draw attention to the following instances 
in which officers of the R.A.V.C. are placed in an un- 
favourable position, as compared with officers of other 
branches of the service, under present regulations. 

(1) Contrary to what has been done in the case of Royal 
Army Medical Corps officers, no compensation, in either 
pay or pension, has been given to R.A.V.C. officers for 
at least four years’ study, and a large sum of money spent 
in obtaining the necessary qualifications for admission to 
the Corps. 

In consequence of this, R.A.V.C. officers are at a serious 
financial disadvantage compared with officers of corres- 
ponding ages in other branches. 


(2) Contrary to the rule in other services, veterinary | 


officers of the substantive rank of Colonel and Lieutenant- | . y 
in different branches of the service. 


Colonel are not placed on the half-pay list after a definite 


term in the rank. 
Consequently, officers promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel 


serve continuously on full pay, either as Lieutenant- | 


Colonels or above, until they reach the age limit, while a 
considerable proportion of the officers junior to them have 
little prospect of ever being promoted to Lieutenant- 
Colonel at all. Moreover, it being a diificult matter to 
pass over a Lieutenant-Colonel on full pay, selection for 
promotion to a higher rank is, in practice, not carried out 
under the present regulations. 


(3) The proportion of Administrative and Staff appoint- 


the case of the R.A.M.C. and other branches, and promotion 
to the rank of substantive Colonel can only be made from 
Lieutenant-Colonels who have served five years in the 
rank. Stagnation in promotion is therefore inevitable, and 
the prospects of R.A.V.C officers of getting promotion to a 
senior administrative rank in the time to be able to qualify 
for a satisfactory pension are poor. 

(4) There is no specialists’ or command pay open to 
R.A.V.C officers, as in the case of the R.A.M.C. and other 
branches of the service, and promotion to the higher ranks, 
excepting Brevet and Honorary rsnk, is, in practice, 
entirely by seniority, provided the necessary conditions 
for promotion have been fulfilled. 

Any incentive to specialise or to take up work of a 
particularly responsible nature is therefore lacking in the 
R.A.V.C. 

(5) R.A.V.C. officers are compelled to serve three years 
in India before they are qualified for promotion to 
Lieutenant-Colonel, irrespective of how long they may have 
served in other foreign countries. 

This regulation does not apply to the R.A.M.C. or other 
branches of the service, and is very hard on officers who 
have spent the greater part of their service abroad and 
served through more than one campaign, but have not 
served three years in India. 

The effect of the above disadvantages is sufficient to 
place R.A.V.C. officers in a very unfavourable position 
compared with officers of other branches of the service, 
while the cost of living in the service as an officer, 
necessarily high, is the same for all. The unavoidable 
extra expenses entailed in constantly moving about the 
world are also as great for veterinary officers as for officers 
of other branches. Their position as regards pay and 
pension should therefore be equally good. 

My Council very respectfully make the following recom- 
mendations with a view to placing R.A.V.C. officers on 
terms more nearly equal to those of the R.A.M.C. and other 
services, 

(a) As has already been done in the case of the R.A.M.C., 
compensation should be granted to R.A.V.C. officers, both 
in pay and pension, for the four years of study and the 
large expenditure entailed in obtaining the necessary 
qualification prior to being granted a commission in the 
R.A.V.C. 

(b) Lieutenant-Colonels and Colonels R.A.V.C. after 
four years’ service in the rank should be placed on the 


Sir,—I beg to inform you that the Council of the Royal | half-pay list, and promotion to higher rank should be by 


selection from Lieutenant-Colonels and Colonels as_ the 
case may be, irrespective of how long they may have 
served in their respective ranks. 

(c) Specialists’ pay might be granted to officers who 
specialise in particular subjects. 

(d) The regulation compelling ®.A.V.C. officers to serve 
three years in India before becoming qualified for promo- 
tion to the substantive rank of Lieutenant-Colonel should 
be done away with. 

The comparative position of R.A.V.C. and other officers 
now serving may be judged from the memorandum 
attached to this letter. ° 

The figures on which this memorandum is based have 
been worked out from the data given in the April quarterly 
Army List, 1920, the latest available at the time with 
existing regulations, and though it is not claimed that they 
are exhaustive, they serve to indicate the comparative 
position of series of officers of varying seniority now serving 


It will be observed that in every respect, but particularly 
in the matter of pensions, R.A.V.C. officers are heavily 
penalised, and it is felt that their present position is a 
grave injustice to a Corps whose officers are experts, all 
highly trained at their own expense, but as a rule without 
private means. In no other branch of the service has there 
been a lowering of the prospects, as compared with what 
they were when they joined the service, such as that which 
now confronts officers of the R.A.V.C., and grave dissatis- 
faction exists in consequence, The position is the more 


* 


| 
J 
q 
| q 
| 
i 
| 
if 
| 
| if 
| 
i 
| 4 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
q 
| 
i 


” 


vor 


January 15, 1921 


58 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


keenly felt in that according to the striking statistics of 
animal wastage which have been published, the R.A.V.C., 
though only recently formed, amply demonstrated its 
efficiency and economic value in every theatre of operations 
during the recent European war. 

IT am, therefore, to express the earnest hope that the 
Army Council will take immediate steps to investigate the 
matter herein referred to, and will, at an carly date, 
introduce such amendments into the conditions of service 
as will carry out the recommendations made by my 
Council.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


O. CHARNOCK BRADLEY, 
President, R.C. VS. 


MEMORANDUM, 


Showing the actual comparative position of R.A. V.C. 
Officers aa regards pay, allowances and pensions. 

(1) At twenty years’ service (average age 44 years) the 
pension of R.A.V.C. officers at the new rates has actually 
decreased from £300 to £285 per annum. 

In the R.A.M.C, at the same service (average age 46), on 
the other hand, the pension is much increased under their 
new rates, and works out at an average of £520 per annum 
for a series of officers now serving of that age and service. 

This reduction of pension at twenty years’ service is a 
serious matter for veterinary officers, because it was 
formerly held to be one of the advantages of this service, 
compensating in some degree for the poor prospects of 
attaining high rank, that an officer who found himself 
unfortunately placed as regards prospects of promotion, or 
whose health did not permit of his returning to India, 
could retire at about 45 years of age, with sufficient 
pension to enable him to exist, and while still young enough 
to have a fair prospect of being able to establish himself 
in practice, 

For this purpose a pension of £285 or £300 is quite 
inadequate at the present cost of living, and officers with 
no private means will be compelled to go on serving until 
they have qualified for the maximum possible pension, 
thus causing further stagnation in promotion and 
materially increasing the non-effective vote for the 
veterinary service. 

(2) Table comparing the rates of pay and pension of 
corresponding series of officers now serving of the average 
age of 46 vears. 

Branch of Age Pay and Pension now 
Service. Average. Allowance entitled to Remarks 
Average. Average. 


R.A.M.C. 46 £1,130 p.a. £620 Unmarried 
rate, 

R.A.B.C. 46 £1,184 p.a. £512 p.a. do, 

46 £848 p.a. £326 p.a. do, 


Norr.- ~The above figures give the following percentates 
of increase in comparison with those for the R.A.V.C. : 

R.A.M.C, officers, average 33°, more pay and 53°, more 

pension, 

R.A.8.C. officers, average 38-9°,, more pay and 57°,, 

more pension, 

(3) In the administrative ranks the position of the 
officers now serving, as regards pay and pension, is equally 
unsatisfactory compared with that of officers of other 
branches, and the D.G., A.V.S., is comparatively much less 
favourably placed under the new rates of pay and pension 
than under the old. 

The increase in his pension only amounts to {3-25 . 

The officers now in the administrative ranks were, 
moreover, promoted at an earlier age than can be expected 
in the future, and few of the senior majors now serving 
can hope to be able to qualify for maximum pensions as 
Colonels under the present conditions of service, while a 
considerable proportion can see little prospect of promo- 
tion to Lieutenant-Colonel at all 

(4) Table showing the percentage increases of pay and 
pension in the various ranks of the R.A.V.C. 


(a) Pay. 
Rank. Old rate. New rate. Increase. 
£ 
Lieutenant ve 250 365 46-0%, 
Captain 283 456 61-4%, 
Major 365 602 64-2%, 
Lieut.-Colone 547 895 63-49%, 
Colonel 641 1,004 
Director-General —... 1,200 1,359 + 39-6%, 
allowances, 


(b) Allowances. 

The percentage increase of allowances is on a somewhat 
higher scale than that of pay, but an exact comparison 
hetween the old rate and the new is difficult to arrive at. 

The total average increase of allowances at the new rates 
does not, however, amount to more than about £60— 


£70 p.a. 
(c) Pension (maximum rates). 
Rank, Old rate. New rate. Increase. 
£ 
Major ave one 365 450 23:2%, 
Lieut.-Colone 450 600 33°3%, 
Colonel one 500 800 60-09, 
Director-General ... 700 1,000 42-9%, 


The above increases compare very unfavourably, not 
only with those of other branches of the Army, but also 
with the increases which have been made in the total 
emoluments of Civil Servants. 

According to the figures given by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in a recent debate in the House of Commons, 
the total of these emoluments has been increased more 
than 120°, over the pre-war total. 


Mr. Garnerr read the following ceport of a meetin of 
the Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee, 
held on 6th January.192t :—— 

Present Mr. F. W. Garnett in the chair, Major J. 
Abson, Dr. O. C. Bradley, Mr. J. B. Buxton, Colonel 
Brittlebank, Mr. J. Clarkson, Sir John MeFadyean, Messrs. 
A. Gofton, G. P. Male, H. Sumner, 8. Slocock, J. Willett. 

1. Minutes. -The minutes of the previous meetine 
were read and confirmed. 

Il. Ministry of Health. Meat Inspection Committee. 
A letter was received from the Ministry of Health in reply 
to the letter sent by the President on the instructions of 
the committee at its previous meeting. It was resolved 
that no further action be taken. 

111. Correspondence.--(a) A letter was received from 
the Seeretary, Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association. 
conveying the resolution passed by a meeting of the 
Association, held on the 8th December. The Secretary 
was instructed to acknowledge receipt of the letter 

(b) A letter was received from the Secretary of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Treland, conveying a resolution passed hy the Associ- 
ation with regard to the control and standardisation of 
tuberculin. Tt was resolved to recommend that the Council 
agree that it is desirable that the manufacture, sale and 
distribution of tuberculin should be controlled. 

(ce) A letter was received from the Director of the Natural 
History Museum, stating that the Trustees of the Museurn 
were extremely glad to accept the offer made hy the 
College of the skeleton of “ Eclipse.” and expressing 
the Trustees’ appreciation of the action of the College in 
placing this important specimen in the Museum. 

Mr. GARNET? proceeded: With regard to the Govern- 
ment of Ireland Bill, [ should like to read Section 10 (2) 
of the Government of Ireland Act, 1990, which will conve, 
the information to the members of the Council that, 
so far as the control of contagious diseases in [reland is 
concerned, it is under the Central Council. ‘“‘ With a 
view to the uniform administration throughout Lreland 
of public services in connection with railways and fisheries, 
and the administration of the Diseases of Animals Acts, 
any powers (not being powers relating to reserved matters) 
exercisable by any department of the Government of the 
United Kingdom at the appointed day, with respect to 
railways and fisheries and the contagious diseases of 


ik | 


January 15, 1921 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 59 


animals in [reland, and the power of making laws with 
respect to railways and fisheries and the contagious 
diseases of animals shall, as from the appointed day, 
become powers of the Council of Ireland, and not of the 
Governments and Parliaments of Southern Ireland and 
Northern [rejiand.” 

In connection with that, the following letter was received 
from the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland, 4tn 
January, 19°?! :-—‘* Dear Sir, —At a meeting of the Council 
of the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland, held on 
December “0th last. I was instructed to convey to the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surveons the sincere thanks of this 
Association for the assiduous action of the committee in 
promoting the passing of the amendment to the Govern. 
ment of Ireland Bill in the House of Lords, securing 
unity of control of the administration of the Diseases 
of Animals Acts in Ireland.—Yours faithfully, (sivned), 
J. J. O'Connor, Hon. Secretar: .” 

Mr. Garnett then continued readin: the report, as 
follows : 

IV. Government of Treland Bil). -(a) The Solicitor 
reported that the amendment recommended by the College 
to the Government of [reland Pill, providing for the 
administration of the Diseases of Animals Act to be placed 
under the Central Control Council for Lreland had bee: 
adopted in the House of Lords. but afterwards rejected 
in the House of Commons, but finally accepted on re- 
submission from the House of Lords. 

(b) A letter was received from the Institution of Pro 
fessional Civil Servants (Ireland) requesting the assistance 
of the College in an endeavour to secure that one of the 
member~ of the Civil Service Committee to be appointed 
under the Act by the Secretary of State should be a repre- 
sentative to the Professioonal Civil Servants. It was 
resolved that a letter be addressed to Sir L. Worthington 
vans in support of the claim of the Professional Civil 
Servants, and that the Chairman of the Committee be 
wuthorised to take part in any deputation which may be 
formed to wait on the Secretary of State. 

V. 1.0. V.D. Sub-Committee Report. -The following 
report. submitted by the L.C.V.D. Sub-Committee, was 
approved, and it was resolved that General Sir L. Blenkin- 
sop be asked to draw up a letter to the India Office, em- 
bodyvine the recommendations of the Committee to be 
submitted to the President and Chairman for approval. 

VI. R.A. V.C. Retired Pay.—The following letter 
was received from Lt.-Col. W. B. Edwards : — 

Mill House, 
Thurlaston, 
Rugby. 
The Secretary, 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Sir, - I have just heard that paid acting rank is to count 
towards retired pay, and so as my pension will be at the 
rate allowed in the A.O. 324 for Lt.-Cols. after four years 
in the rank. there is no further need of the assistance of 


your Council in my individual case. Will you please , 


express my hearty thanks to your Council for their con 
sideration and support of my case.--Yous faithfully, 
(signed) W. B. Evwarps, Lt.-Col. 

VII. R.A. V.C. Conditions of Service. -'The President 
reported that he has addressed a letter to the Army 
Council as instructed at the last meeting of the committee, 
and that an acknowledgment has been received. Mr. 
Willett pointed out a slight clerical error in the letter, 
and the Secretary was instructed to write to the War 
Office, drawing attention to the correction which it was 
desired to make. 

VILL, Repairs and D-coraticns.~-The Sub-Comunittee 
appointed at the Jast meeting reported that they had 
accepted the tender of Mr. C. W. Patten, for the pro- 
vision of oak tablets on each side of the fireplace in the 
Council Room, to record the names of past Presidents 
and Treasurers. and a central tablet to bear the name 


and the date of foundation of the College, at a total cost 
of £83. It was resolved that the action of the Subh- 


Committee be approved. 
Mr. GARNETT: I propose the reception and adoption of 


those minutes. 
Mr. BrRITTLERANK: I second the motion. 


Mr. Mare: I beg to move that the report be received 
and adopted, with the exception of that part which relates 
to the Ministry of Health and the appointment of delegates 
to attend before the Committee. Ll am sorry to have to 
take this course, but I feel it is a very important matter 
that this Council, as representing the veterinary profession, 
should send representatives to that Committee to vive the 
views of the profession on matters which relate to the 
veterinary profession so far as meat inspection is con. 
cerned. A very courteous letter was sent to us by the 
Committee that is sitting, asking that we should send 
delegates. We in reply have written a letter which 
totally bars the door to sending delegates now, and I feel 
quite certain that the profession as a whole, and I think 
the majority of this Council, will not approve of the course 
that has been taken. The Parliamentary Committee 
discussed this matter very fully. a vote was taken on the 
point, and it was decided then at the committee meeting 
to send delegates. A blocking motion was then intro. 
duced, advising that a letter should be sent, making it 
conditional in the appointment of two veterinary surgeons 
as members of the Committee in addition to the other 
veterinary surgeon who was already on the Committee. 
I think it is quite obvious that as the Committee had been 
sitting since last May, they would not appoint two 
additional veterinary surgeons at that stage, and [ think 
it is very unfortunate that the matter was dealt with in 
this way. 

The PrestpENT: Do you move an amendment to the 
effect that certain parazraphs he deleted from the report ? 


Mr. Mate: T move that we as a Council do not approve 
of the part of the report which relates to the Ministry of 
Health and meat inspection. 

The PresipeENt: You move disapproval of Section 
VI. of the report of the meeting of November 25th and 
Section IT, of the report of the meeting of January 6th ? 


Mr. MALE: Yes. 

Mr. Gorron: 1 should like to second the amendment 
simply as a means of expressing my disagreement with 
the conclusions which were reached by the Committee 
not to send representatives to give evidence before this 
Committee. The Council were asked to send represent - 
atives to give evidence on certain specifie points. They 
were also asked to give evidence on such other points as 
they might desire. It was open, to the Council to desire 
to give evidence solely on the points on which they were 
specifically asked to send a delegate to give evidence. 
That particular point was the training and qualification 
necessary for meat inspectors and the training and teaching 
which veterinary surgeons received in the course of their 
professional edueation, I think it is particylarly unfor- 
tunate that a decision was reached and a letter was written 
to the Ministry of Health, debarring us from representing 
to this Committee exactly the training which our men 
receive and which we consider should be received by men 
who are being trained as meat inspectors. 

Mr. SuMNER: What action do you propose to take now ? 

Mr. Gorron : I do not propose any action ; we cannot 
take it now. My object in seconding the amendment is 
to express my disagreement with the decision which was 
reached by the Committee, 

Professor SHARE-JONES : Are we to understand from the 
reports and the discussion that the opportunity to present 
evidence before this important Committee has been lost ? 


Mr. SumNeER: That is the question, 


To be continued. 
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NVotes and News. 


The Veterinary Association of New South Wales. 


Annual Meeting. 


The members of the Veterinary Association met at the | 


Pavilion Café, Sydney, N.S.W., on November 2nd, 1920, 
for the purpose of holding the annual dinner of the 
Association and combining with it the annual meeting. 

The Prestpent, Mr. 8. T. D. Symons, M.R.C.V.S., 

ided, and after reports from the Honorary Secretary 

been read, showing that with increasing membership 
the financial position of the Association was sound, 
delivered his presidential address. He showed that the 
Association had been particularly active during the past 
year, and urged all members to co-operate in furthering 
the interests of their profession. 

The Association had carried on a lengthy correspondence 
with the Minister for Trade and Customs, with reference 
to the inspection of meat for export, and he was glad to 
be able to announce that fifteen veterinarians were to be 
appointed for this work. In State matters the Minister 
for Agriculture had approved of vacancies in the position 
of Inspector of Stock being filled by veterinarians. It 
was most desirable that legislation controlling the pro- 
fession should be given effect to at an early date. 

Mr. McEAcHRAN proposed a vote of thanks to the 
President, and expressed his appreciation of the efforts 
of the President to advance the interests of the profession, 
the benefit of which would be felt by the younger members. 
Mr. O’Gorman seconded the motion, and Professor Stewart 
spoke in support. 

The election of officers for the coming year resulted 
as follows :— 

President.—Col. A. P. Gribben, M.R.C.V.S. 
Vice- President.—-Professor J. D. Stewart, M.R.C.V.S., 

B.V.Se. 

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.—Mr. F. Whitehouse, B.V.Sce. 
Council Members.—Lt.-Col. Matson, D.S.O., Mr. J. F. 

McEachran, M.R.C.V.S., and Mr. 8. T. D. Symons, 

M.R.C.V.S. 

Sydney, N.S.W., 

November 2nd, 1920. 


Max Henry, 
for Hon. Sec. 


Prosecution by R.C.V.S. 
Unqualified Practitioner. 


At the West London Police Courtion the 22nd December, 
Henry Breen, of 5 Gunterstone Road, West Kensington, 
was summoned at the instance of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, for an infringement of Sec. 17 of 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. 

Mr. Fortune (counsel) stated that the defendant casried 
on a veterinary practice at the above address and issued 
cards describing himself as ‘“* M.R.C.V.S., Toronto, Canada, 
Canine and Feline Specialist,’ but he was not on the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons, nor did he possess any 
qualification entitling him to practise. Evidence was 
then given of the publication of a card with the offending 
words. 

The defendant admitted issuing the cards, but stated 
he was not aware that he was infringing the law, and 
alleged that the letters M.R.C.V.S. did not refer to any 
Veterinary College or imply a veterinary qualification, but 
merely that he was a member of a Canine Veterinary 
Society. 

He further stated that he had become blind, and had 
received a grant from St. Dunstan’s to enable him to 
purchase dogs for breeding purposes, and he undertook 
to have all the cards in his possession destroyed. 

The magistrate found that defendant had infringed the 
law, but under all the circumstances, and in view of the 
defendant’s undertaking, he did not impose a fine, but 
ordered him to pay one guinea towards the costs of the 


prosecution. 


| 


Foot and Mouth Disease. 


There has been no‘ development of foot and mouth 
disease in Gloucestershire, and pedigree stock owners, 


_ while by no means out of the wood, are delighted with 


the success of the precautions taken by officials of the 
Ministry of Agriculture to prevent the spread of the 
disease.— Daily Telegraph, January 5th. 

Serious outbreaks of foot and mouth disease began in 
the Midlands on December 12th, where the position is 
the gravest for 30 years. During the Christmas week 
further cases were reported amongst animals sent to 
Birmingham, and also at Great Grimsby and Alford, 
Lincolnshire. 

On Boxing Day the Ministry of Agriculture made an 
order prohibiting the movement of animals out of an area 
embracing the greater part of Staffordshire, Warwickshire, 
Leicestershire, Northants, Worcestershire, Oxfordshire, 
Gloucestershire, Shropshire, and a small part of Derby- 
shire. Restrictions were imposed around Droitwich 
(Worcestershire), and in a part of Lincolnshire.—Daily 
Chronicle, January 5th. 

The disease spread to Barnoldby Le Beck, a village 
some five miles from Grimsby, where 192 valuable sheep 
belonging to Mr. Riaaatz, a well-known breeder, have 
been slaughtered. Times, January 5th. 

It then made its appearance across the Humber in the 
famous cattle-raising district of the East Riding of York- 
shire, on January 5th. An outbreak was reported on 
a farm at Halsham, and the district within a radius of 15 
miles was scheduled as an infected area. This includes 
Hull, one of the greatest markets in the North of England. 
—The Daily Chronicle, January 5th. 

No cattle had been imported on to the above farm at 
Halsham, South Holderness, since last April. 

On January 5th the city and county borough of Birming- 
ham were proclaimed a prohibited area for the purposes 
of foot and mouth disease. An area comprising the 
borough of Droitwich and certain parishes in Worcester- 
shire were similarly proclaimed. 

After a temporary lull in the Midlands, foot and mouth 
disease made its appearance in a fresh place—at Warding- 
ton Gate Farm, Edgcote, Northamptonshire. This is 
the first case of the disease in the county for seven years. 
Fresh outbreaks were then reported in East Yorkshire, 
with the inevitable result of completely dislocating the 
store and fat stock markets of that part of the country. 

Edgeote, the village in which the disease made its 
appearance, was famous until two years ago for a herd 
of Shorthorns which won all before it in showyards, but 
the stock had been removed to Balcairn, Aberdeenshire. 


Another outbreak occurred on a farm near Withernsea. 

The complete returns of foot and mouth disease in 
England in 1920 show that there were 93 outbreaks in 
fifty-two weeks, and 11,373 animals were slaughtered. 
This is the most severe visitation of the disease in this 
country since 1884. 

It is estimated that the disease involved this country 
in an expenditure of over £200,000 in 1920. 


With reference to the outbreak of foot and mouth 
disease, the Ministry of Agriculture states that it would 
appear that stockowners and dealers, in their anxiety 
to make adequate arrangements for meeting the Christmas 
trade, were not sufficiently careful to observe the con- 
dition of health of the stock in their charge, with the 
result that animals affected with foot and mouth disease 
were mixed with healthy stock, exposed at public markets, 
and redistributed over wide areas, thus rendering the 
whole country liable to the risk of infection.-—The Daily 


Telegraph, January 7th. 


The wide spread of foot and mouth disease in the 
Midlands has aroused an impatient mood among stock- 
owners. For a brief period it looked as if we might be 
carried back into the dark days of 1883-4, a year in which, 


ip 
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as statistics remind us, there were 18,732 separate out- 
breaks in Great Britain, spread over 75 counties, and 
affecting nearly half-a-million animals. And _ that, 
perhaps, might now have been the fate in store for us if 
we had no more efficient protective system against the 
spread of this highly contagious disease than in that year 
of unhappy memory. 

The protective system which has been in force now for 
long years, and has afforded us an immunity not experienced 
in other countries against the ubiquitous range of the 
malady, is drastic and costly. This line of action con- 
sistently and expeditiously followed did not prevent the 
country from having no fewer than 93 outbreaks (initial 
and secondary) during the year just ended, and involved 
the slaughtering of 11,373 animals. The experience in 
1919 was bad enough (75 outbreaks, 3,427 head of stock 
destroyed), but 1920, it will be seen, was still worse. 

What, on the other hand, would have been the position 
if no such resolute method of countering the spread of 
the infection had been practised ? The answer may be 
left to the imagination of those who know the nature of 
the disease, the high susceptibility of cattle, sheep, and pigs, 
and the recognised channels whereby the disease is dis- 
seminated. 

During the extensive epizootics of 1869-72 and 1881-84, 
when hundreds of thousands of animals were attacked, 
the number that died was relatively small, but the disease, 
if allowed to run its course, vastly impairs the animal, 
and reduces its value to a minimum. 

So, first and foremost, it is the duty of the Government 
and their expert advisers to seek a preventive. Un- 
fortunately no effective method of immunising animals 
against the malady has yet been discovered. Drugs 
are used on the Continent to combat the affliction. But 
they do not render an animal resistant, they at the best 
mitigate the effects of infection, that is to say, are remedies 
which allay the ravages of the virus in smitten animals. 
Treatment with serum preparations is also adopted in 
France and Italy, but, however optimistic may be the 
accounts appearing from time to time, it is not wise to 
attach too much importance to them. 

A proposal has been made by the Herefordshire Diseases 
of Animals Sub-Committee that the Ministry of Agri- 
culture should be requested to offer a substantial sum 
(£50,000 was mentioned) for a preventive or cure of foot 
and mouth disease. However, let it be clearly under- 
stood there are drugs used on the Continent which are 
beneficial in treating the disease, but they do not meet 
the want of a means of stamping out the disorder. The 
Birmingham Post, January 6th. 


Precautions in Scotland. 


At a meeting of the Dumfriesshire Agricultural Com- 
mittee, held in Dumfries on January 5th, it was decided, 
in view of the serious outbreaks of foot and mouth disease 
in certain parts of England, to close the county against 
the importation of stock from England and from counties 
in Scotland not making similar regulations. It was also 
agreed to call a conference of representatives of the Border 
counties to discuss the question of allowing stock into 
the county from non-scheduled areas by declaration. 
The Stewartry of Kirkcudbright has also to be closed. 

The Executive Committee of the Mid-Lothian County 
Council, under the Diseases (Animals) Act, on January 
5th, decided forthwith to prohibit the movement of cattle, 
sheep, goats, and swine from England and Wales into the 
county. It was further resolved to prohibit the move- 
ment of such animals into the county from the area of 
any other local authority which has not made similar 
regulations not later than January 15th.— Glasgow 
Herald, January 6th. 


The refusal of the Board of Agriculture to impose 
regulations prohibiting the movement into Scotland of 
cattle from England, led the Forfarshire Local Authority, 
at a meeting in Forfar, on January 3rd, to take the matter 
into their own hands to prevent the outbreak of foot and 


mouth disease in the county. It was decided to bring 
the regulations into force on January 10th.— Aberdeen 
Free Press, January 4th. 


The Government of Uruguay is about to make an offer 
of a prize of $50,000 to the one who first succeeds in 
devising a method of immunising cattle against foot and 
mouth disease for a period of two months.— Glasgow 
Herald, December 30th. 


Spread of Cattle Plague from Russia. 


A Kovno telegram says that cattle plague (rinderpest) 
has spread from Russia into Lithuania and is causing 
the Lithuanian farmers serious loss. Only between five 
and ten per cent. of the animals affected recover, and at the 
moment the plague is on the increase. 

The Lithuanian Government has sent M. Gogel (Pro- 
fessor of Bacteriology) and M. Krauczunas (Agriculturist) 
abroad to secure the necessary materials for inoculation 
and other means of fighting this scourge. An _ inter- 
national Veterinary Congress is contemplated at Kovno 
to discuss means of preventing the spread of this disease 
from Russia.__The Times, January 6th. 


Anthrax in Animals. 


In Great Britain the measures taken by. the Ministry 
of Agriculture have reduced the outbreaks very con- 
siderably. This is shown by the fact that whereas over 
1,000 cases occurred annually between 1907 and 1910, 
only 234 cases were confirmed during 1919. The very 
considerable decrease noted during the war was due to 
some extent to the restriction on imports. Since trade 
has been resumed there has been a slight increase. Ample 
evidence exists to show that infection is conveyed to 
this country by raw hides, horsehair, bristles, wool and 
feeding stuffs. Not only the cargoes themselves, but the 
parts of the vessel in which they are carried may become 
a medium of infection. Anthrax spores, shaken from 
substances conveyed on board ship, may become mixed 
with feeding stuffs or dust and sweepings in the vessel’s 
hold, so that they adhere to the sides of the hold, and so 
become attached to the surface of another cargo. 


Horse Shoes for Slippery Roads. 


No doubt it will be a matter of considerable satisfaction 
to the public generally that in the midst of their strenuous 
preparations for harnessing the tides, the Ministry of 
Transport have found time to go into the lesser, but no 
doubt highly important, question of the proper type of 
footgear with which to equip harses for our modern slippery 
roads. Under the wide powers accorded this compre- 
hensive Ministry, it is a matter for no surprise that even 
such comparatively minor details—from the unofficial 
point of view—as this of the comfort of the horse should 
enter into their purview. Conceivably, even uninformed 
opinion (which remembers that the natiop must pay a 
salary and expense bill for the Ministry of Transport, 
amounting during the present year to close upon £850,000) 
might question the value of a body such as the “ Slippery 
Road Surface Committee,’’ organised in December, 1919, 
by the Ministry. In a memorandum to the Press it is 
explained that 14 meetings of the Committee have been 
held since its appointment, the last being on December 
2nd, 1920. Recognising that whatever is worth doing 
is worth doing well, the Committee got into touch with all 
the bodies interested, including the Worshipful Company 
of Farriers and Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, whose valuable advice upon the proper type 
of horse-shoe was taken. One cannot but sympathise 
with the Ministry, in view of all the energy expended, 
to read ‘“‘ despite the importance of the suggested experi- 
ments in shoeing, there appears to be a lack of interest 
in the subject by horse owners,” and further, that “it 
also appears to be the fact that the members of the Farriers’ 
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Union have not been as keenly interested in the subject 
as was anticipated by their representatives at the con- 
ferences.’”” The memorandum, however, promises later 
and more definite results of experiments, and these we, 
in common with the general public, shall await eagerly.— 
The Financial News, January 7th. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
ELEecTION or CounciL, JuNE, 1921. 


The following candidates have been nominated for 
election up to date :— 

Messrs. J. H. Carter, Henley; W. S. King, London ; 
J. McKinna, Huddersfield; W. J. Mulvey, London ; 
T. 8S. Price, London; 8S. H. Slocock, Hounslow; and 
T. F. Spencer, Kettering. 


Subscriptions to R.C.V.§. 
The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 


following subscriptions (not including in last week’s list) 
to the R.C.V.S. for the year 1920:— 


£ s. d. 
Axe, J. H., Lt.-Col., Roundhay, Leeds as 1 1 0 
Jagger, H. C., Westerham Hill, Kent m ae. 
Wilson, A. C., Capt., Berkhamsted wo © 
Previously acknowledged 940 411 

£943 7 11 


December 28th, 1920. 


R.V.C.S. War Memorial. 


The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations : — 


£s. d 

Clarkson, J., Garforth, 2nd Subscription 22 0 
Anonymous oes 22 0 
Previously acknowledged ove one 793 14 0 
£798 18 0 


December 28th, 1020. 


Professor Shave Presentation Fund. 


The Hon. Treasurer begs to acknowledge the receipt 
of the following donations :— 

0 


Danels, J., Major R.A.V.C. 


1 
Dollar, Ino. A. W., London ror 22 0 
Edwards, J. T., Professor R.V.C., London 220 
Hughes, H. Tudor, Oswest 
Roberts, C., Tunbridge Wel 110 
Slocock, S. H., Hounslow 1 1 0 
Thompson, W. H., London 1 vo 
Wallace, E., Capt. R.A.V.C. 1 10 
West, B. M. R., 1 10 
Wilkie, H. C. 1 10 
£12 11 O 

Brockwell Hall, J. B. Buxton. 


Herne Hill, 8.E. 24. 


Election to Council R.C.V.S. 


The Foreign Voting papers are due for issue this month, 
and we give below the list of nominations and proposers 
to date. 

Of the eight names given, five are those of well-known 
members, whose value can be judged by their past records. 

Of the new names, Mr. W. S. King has repeatedly 
shown his interest in professional matters, and will be 
remembered for his effective assistance in connection with 
the A.V.C. Comforts Fund during the late war. 

Mr. J. W. McIntosh is perhaps best known as an active 
‘and valuable member of the Central Society (London). 


Mr. Trevor Spencer has taken a keen interest in matters 
professional for years past. He has been Hon. Secretary 
to the Association of Veterinary Inspectors since its 
inception, and this year holds the position of their President. 


Proposed by 
CarTER, J. H., Henley -on- A. W. Noel Pillers, J. 
Thames Spruell. 
Kine, W. S., Limehouse, E. F. T. G. Hobday, Lt.- 
Col. A. Olver. 


McIntosu, J. W., London, N.W.2 G. P. Male, J. Willett. 
McKiwna, J., Huddersfield Dr. O. C. Bradley, H. 


Pollard. 
Mu.Lvey, W. J., London, 8.W. Sir J. MeFadyean, F. 
W. Garnett. 
Price, T. S., Streatham, Sir J. MeFadyean, G. 
8.W.16 H. Wooldridge. 
Stocock, 8. H., Hounslow H. Sumner, F. W. 
Garnett. 


SpENcER, T. F. Kettering G. P. Male, J. Abson. 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editors should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in follow Saturday’s issue. 


Joint-ill Prophylaxis. 
The Editors, 


“The Veterinary Record.” 


Sirs,—In replying to the discussion on his paper, entitled 
“Observation on Joint-IIl Prophylaxis,” reported in the 
January Ist issue of The Veterinary Record, Mr. W. W. 
PEGGIE said “‘ He had no hesitation whatever in stating, 
at the risk of very severe criticism, that he considered 
the infection in the large bulk of cases to be of prenatal 
origin.”” His statement may be very adversely criticised, 
but it will also, in my opinion, receive a tremendous 
amount of support. 

I fail to see how else, than by prenatal infection, can 
be explained those cases of “The acute septicaemic 
rapidly fatal type, in which death takes place within 
24 hours,’’ which type of case, in my experience, forms 
quite a considerable proportion of the cases encountered. 

I fail to see why prenatal infection should be held to 
be impossible, or so very improbable ; the question rather 
to my mind is how early in gestation can it occur, and, 
to be effective, when should preventive treatment by way 
of injecting the mother with a serum begin. That that 
is the correct line of treatment, coupled with injection 
of the foal as soon as possible after birth, I have no doubt, 
Certainly treatment, in whatever form, which begins after 
the development of definite symptoms of the disease 
has proved notoriously unreliable-—Yours faithfully, 

H. E. Wurremore, M.R.C.V.S. 
65 Park Lane, Chippenham, 
5th January, 1921. 


Duties of Veterinary Inspector. 


METROPOLITAN CaTTLE MARKET, 
Istrnaton, Lonpon, N. 7, 
January 4th, 1921. 
The Editors, 

Sirs,—-A letter by ‘“ Student ”’ in issue of Jan. Ist con- 
tained questions addressed to me with regard to the 
inspection and seizure by veterinary inspectors of diseased, 
unsound, etc., meat under the Public Health Acts. 

I am pleased to furnish him with the information he 
desires. 

(1) The Public Health Act, 1875, and Public Health 
Acts Amendment Act, 1890, provide legislation for pro- 
vincial England and Wales (sections 116-119). 
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(2) The Public Health (London) Act, 1891, for the 
Metropolis (section 47). 

(3) Ireland..—The Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878. 
Under this Act sections 132-135 correspond to sections 
116-119 of the Public Health Act, 1875. 

(4) The Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897, for Scot- 
land (section 43). 

In the last-named Act veterinary surgeons are included 
in the officers authorised to carry out the duties. 

Under the 1875 Act the officers named are either the 
Medical Officer of Health or Inspector of Nuisances, and 
when a Veterinary Meat Inspector is appointed by a Local 
Authority, he has no authority to seize diseased, etc., meat 
or other foods unless he is appointed as an Inspector of 
Nuisances under the Act, but I might add that they give 
him the power of an Inspector of Nuisances at the earliest 
opportunity after his appointment as veterinary inspector. 

In the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, the officers 
named are the Medical Officer of Health or Sanitary 
Inspector, and therefore a veterinary meat inspector, in 
order to seize meat, would require a Sanitary Inspectors’ 
certificate. This Act does not affect a lay meat inspector 
who has passed the Meat Inspectors’ examination, because, 
in London, it is necessary for him to obtain the Sanitary 
Inspectors’ certificate before sitting for the Meat Inspectors’ 
examination. 

In my judgment the meat and food sections of these Acts 
should be similar to section 43 of the Public Health 
(Seotland) Act, 1897. 

I am in a position to say that the inclusion of Veterinary 
Surgeons in these Acts was one of the suggestions for the 
consideration of the Departmental Committee on Meat 
Inspection appointed recently by the Ministry of Health. 

In his letter ‘ Student ” also asks where we obtain the 
power to have unsound meat destroyed. This matter is 
fully explained in the sections already mentioned, but 
briefly it will be seen that after the official has seized the 
meat, etc., he may carry it away (with or without assistance) 
in order to have the same dealt with by a Justice. If it 
appears to the latter that the meat, etc., so seized, is 
diseased, etc., he shall condemn the same and order it to 
be destroyed, or so disposed of as to prevent it from being 
exposed for sale or used for the food of man.—-Yours 
faithfully, ‘ James R. Haynurst. 


{Received Wednesday, 5th January, 1920.] 


A “ Veterinary Inspector with 45 years’ experience ” 
sends us a cutting from a daily newspaper, and takes 
exception to certain remarks concerning foot and mouth 
disease precautions and restrictions. An official of the 
Ministry of Agriculture is reported to have said, “An 
ignorant farmer or dealer may have an animal suffering from 
foot and mouth disease .. and owners are requested 
‘“*to report suspicious symptoms to the police immediately.” 

This, it seems, leads him to think that the Ministry 
disparages the farmer and ignores the veterinary profession. 
But the intention of the Ministry is undoubtedly to have 
these symptoms reported to the policeman, so that it may 


become aware of them as soon as possible, and not to have « 


this official called in in consultation. And there must 
surely be a few ignorant farmers, as there certainly are 
among other classes of individuals. 


R.C.V.S. Council Election. 


To the Electors of the Council, R.C.V.S. 

As a practitioner of 20 years’standing, | am offering 
myself as a candidate for election to the Council R.C.V.5., 
and I do so with the intention that whatever matters 
make for the welfare of the profession will receive my 
whole-hearted support. I have noted with pleasure 
the framing of the Veterinary Surgeons (Amendment) 
Act, and I shall certainly take a very firm stand against 
any attempt to reopen the register to any but duly qualified 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


I also feel very strongly upon the question of adequate 
salaries for all veterinary official positions in the Govern- 
ment and Municipal Services and consider that these, 
together with the present position of our confreres in the 
various Governmental Services, both at home and abroad, 
require urgent revision, the support for which should, if 
necessary, come from the Council. ' 

I would certainly strongly support the suggestion that 
the standard of preliminary education should be put on 
the same level as it is for other scientific professions. 

As I am living in London, I can guarantee a regular 
attendance at all meetings if elected. 

Thanking you in anticipation of your support. I am, 
yours faithfully, W. S. Kine. 

264 Burdett Road, Limehouse, E. 


Royal Counties V.M.A. 


SHIRLEY, 
CastLE 
MAIDENHEAD, 
llth January, 1921. 
To the Editor, The Veterinary Record. 

Dear Sir,—May I beg a small space in your valuable 
columns to ask any member who has a case of ‘* Quittor ” 
he would like operated on to communicate with Mr. G. P. 
Male, M.R.C.V.S., 50 Friar Street, Reading ? 

Professor G. Wooldridge, F.R.C.V.S., has kindly con- 
sented to give a demonstration on the [operation for 
quittor at the ‘““ Combined Meeting ” of the 8.C.V.M.A., 
R.C.V.M.A. and §.E.V.A., to be held at Reading on 
January 28th, and Mr. Male has kindly undertaken the 
collecting of cases for this and other demonstrations 


that will be given.— Yours faithfully, P. J. Smvpson, Hon. 


Secretary. 


Army Veterinary Service. 
DECEMBER I|6TH. REGULAR FORCEs. 


Capt. D’A. 8. Beck to be acting Major whilst holding 
the appointment of D.A.D.V.S. (February 18th, 1918) 
(substituted for the notification in the Gazette of May 
25th). 

Temp. Capt. and Bt. Major W. Denington relinquishes 
his commn. on completion of service (February 25th, 1919) 
and retains his rank. 


Personal. 


At a meeting of the council of the Clydesdale Horse 
Society, held last month Professor J. R. M’Call was 
appointed veterinary inspector*for the Society in con- 
nection with the Cawdor Cup awards in 1921. 

At the annual meeting of the Glasgow Agricultural 
Society Mr. And. Robb, F.R.C.V.S. was appointed veterin- 
ary surgeon, and Mr. Wm. Robb, F.R.C.V.S. and Professor 
John R. M’Call, M.R.C.V.S. deputy veterinary surgeon. 


Norman Bisset, M.R.C.V.S., Peterhead, has been 
appointed lecturer in veterinary science at the Midland 
Agricultural and Dairy College, Sutton Bonnington, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire. For the past year Mr. 
Bisset was assistant to the Professor of Bacteriology in 
the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, and 
prior to that he served in the R.A.V.C. in France. 


University of London. 
Intermediate Examination in Veterinary Science (Part 1). 
For Internal and External Students, December, 1920. 
Pass List. 


Glover, Ronald Everett; Stableforth, Arthur Wallace, 
Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, London, N.W.1. 
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OBITUARY. 


Grorck Garr, M.R.C.V.S., Conon Bridge, Dingwall, 
Ross-shire. 
Graduated Glasgow, April, 1877. 
Died December 28th, 1920. 


“* Mid Ross, in which area he was well and widely known, 
was startled on Tuesday morning by the announcement 
that Mr. George Gair, M.R.C.V.S., Conon Bridge, had taken 
suddenly ill in Edinburgh the previous night and died 
almost at midnight. Mr. Gair had gone South to consult 
a heart — and was residing in Edinburgh with a 
friend. e was out on Monday evening, and took 
ill on returning to the house. The passing of such a 
skilled veterinary surgeon, such a public-spirited citizen, 
and, withal, such a genial personality, is deeply regretted 
in the district, and the utmost sympathy is extended to 
his sorrowing daughter, a girl of about 14 years of age, 
and to his bereaved relatives. 

“* Deceased, who was born there in June, 1855, had been 
closely associated with Conon all his life. His father, 
Mr. George Gair, a native of Kiltearn, and a blacksmith 
and farrier, came to the district early last century, and 
had a wide and intimate connection, which was greatly 
stimulated by his rare craftmanship. As a boy, after 
a sound education at the Conon Public School, deceased 
proceeded to the Veterinary College, Glasgow, where he 
qualified M.R.C.V.S. with distinction, carrying off the 
medal for cattle pathology. The scientific bent of his 
mind was stimulated, satisfied, and suited by his life 
work. Returning to Conon Bridge, he set up in the 

tice of his profession, and was soon largely employed 
ar and near, proved successful in his work, and firmly 
established himself strongly in the confidence of a wide 
clientele. Mr. Gair did not terminate his academic 
studies at College. His annual holiday, and occasional 
brief iods of relaxation, were invariably spent in 
scientific pursuits and research work, for which purpose 
he was a frequent visitor and student at the laboratory of 
Edinburgh University. In particular, he specialised in 
bacteriology, and, in his own laboratory at Conon, carried 
his studies and researches far into a field of science which 
has proved its practical usefulness. He lent assistance 
to the public health department of the county, and private 
practitioners have been accustomed to rely upon his 
skill in the identification of the bacteria of certain diseases. 


| Otherwise he contributed to the scientific Press, chiefly 
veterinary journals. 

“His public life was full. Conon and its interests 
claimed him first. and he spared himself not in seeking 
to promote its welfare. He was a member of Urquhart 
School Board, of Urquhart Parish Council, and was one 
of the representatives of Mid Ross on the Ross and 
Cromarty Education Authority, having been returned 
at the top of the local poll, and subsequently serving 
on both the Urquhart and Urray School Management 
Committees. He was a member of Dingwall District 
Licensing Court and a J.P. of the county. Chairman 
of the Urquhart War Memorial Committee, he was the 
inspiration of the movement which was successfully 
culminated. An electric lighting scheme now pending 
found in him a keen promoter. But in all and every 
public work public spiritedness dominated his action, 
while his breadth of view contributed valuable assistance 
to the projects for which he stood. 

“Mr. Gair’s death is a grievous loss to the district 
which mourns him, and his name and memory, and the 
virile life well spent, and the example of courage in face 
of difficulties and trials which were his will remain long 
green in the Conon district. His death constitutes the 
first break in a family of three sons and six daughters. 
Much sympathy, as has been said. is felt with all, and 
especially with his only daughter and his sisters.”’-- The 
Ross-shire Journal, December 31st, 1920. 

The funeral took place at | o’clock on December 31st, 
and the veterinary profession were represented at it by 
Messrs. John Brown (Invergordon), W. Logan (Inverness), 
and W. Anderson (Keith). 

M.R.C.V.S., Aberaman, Aberdare, 

Glamorganshire. 

Graduated New Edinburgh, April, 1879. 
Veterinary Surgeon to the Powell Duffryn Steam Coal 
Company. 

Died December 31st, 1920. 

Mr. Temple was a very old member of the “ National,” 
and was appointed one of the representatives of the 
Mid-West and South Wales Society at its last meeting 
at Cardiff. 

Witt1amM THomas Brices, 23 Westbrook Villas, Darlington. 
Graduated London, 6th April, 1877. | Died 31st December, 


1920. Aged 68. 


Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. 


Summary of Returns. 


Foot- Glanders 
Rabies. Anthrax. and-Mouth (including Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy).* — ‘ 
Casee | les | les 258 
doe <= 
ais @ [gst] = 23 
isc ‘3 $e 23< [eos] se a2 
| 416 5 «6 |a 
GT. BRITAIN. No.| No. | No. | No. | No. | No. [ No. | No. [ No. | No. | No. | No. | No. 
Week ended 8th January, 1921...J 2]... 21 21 8 886 ie 89 |} 158] 34 26 5 
| 8 |u| 5 135 161 | 334] 36 | 48 | 9 
Coens |} | 3) 4] 4 64 iss| 409] 17 | 14 | 6 
1918 | ... 5 | 6 145 | 504] 28 | 21 | 8 
Total for 2 weeks, 1921... 4 41 52 12 1083 Be “ad 151 | 258 | 30 | 60 ll 
i920 | 1| ... | 20 | 25 | 12 | 448 | 2 | 2 | 315| 634] 67 Jie | 32 
1] 8 | 9 | 4 64 |... | ... | 377| 826] 39 | 40 | 21 
1918 bee 13 16 1 2 306 | 665 50 4% 14 
Nors.- The tigures for the current year are approximate only. *Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. ? 
IRELAND. | Outbreaks | 
Week ended Ist January, 1921. |... on mn | | i 8 
Corresponding Week in 1919 ... 1 13 | 3 13 
1918... 4 17 ii 


Norr.—The figures for the carrent year are approximate only. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 3rd January, 1921, 


i. 
” 
| 
| 
| 
“ | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
r | 
| 
| 
vow 
’ 
| 
| 


